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*•,700 Iraqi refugees died in two months’ 


W ASHI NGTON (R) — An estimated 6.700 Iraqi refugees, mostly 
® uWrc ® five, died during a two-month period in mountain camps 
akMJgthe Turkish border when they fled the Iraqi army's wrath, the U.5. 
govomnent said Friday. It reported that more than JO countries had 
contributed over S74G million in bilateral and multilateral relief aid tor the 
Jf®? 1 refugees, mostly Kurds, who are now returning in large numbers to 
, botngs and villages. The report, by the Agency for International 
Development, provided no fatality estimate for refugees who fled to Iraq’s 
. border with Iran. But it said the death ton among children under Gveat 
toe Turkish border reached a peak rate of 20.5 per 10.000 population per 
day m the period from April 13 to April 2b when the refugees were 
crowded in mountain camps under freezing conditions with little food 
water or shelter. The Centres for Disease Control, a U S. agency! 
“estimates that 6.700 people, mostly children under five, died between 
March 29 and May 25." the report said. 
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KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES 
IN COOPERATION WITH 
CYPRUS AIRWAYS 

announces the operation of two weekly flights on 
Wednesday and Friday between Amman and 
Amsterdam effective June 26th, 1931 
Same day connections to major European, North 
American and Latin American destinations. 

For more Information call your travel agent or KLK at 
622175 / 622176 / 655267 / 655268 

The Reliable .Airline 
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Price: Jordan 100 fils: Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 

PLO official holds 
talks In Egypt 

White House: Israel has ‘other ideas’ 
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CAIRO (R) — PLO executive 
committee member Mahmoud 
Abbas discussed the Middle East 
peace process on Friday with a 
senior aide to President Hosni 
Mubarak. Abbas, better known 
as Abu Mazen, met Mubarak’s 
top political adviser Osama A1 
Baz for two hours, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation’s repre- 
sentative in Cairo, Said Kama!, 
told reporters. Kamal said Abu 
Mazen had left for Iordan, where 
he would bold similar talks. PLO 
leader Yassar Arafat said in re- 
marks published on Thursday 
there was an agreement in princi- 
ple between Egypt, Syria, Jor- 
dan, Lebanon and the PLO on 
holding a meeting to coordinate 
positions before any Middle East 
peace talks. 

Five beheaded 
in Saudi Arabia 

RIYADH (AP) — Five men con- 
victed for various crimes were 
beheaded Friday in accordance 
with Saudi laws based on die 
Islamic sharia, the interior minis- 
try announced. They included a 
Pakistani national, Mumtaz Haji 
Nabhal, for smuggling narcotics, 
a crime for which the death 
penalty was introduced in Saadi 
Arabia in recent years. The other 
four were Saudis. Two were con- 
victed of pirating a Riyadh taxi 
and robbing the driver at gun- 
point, and the two others for 
snatching a girl from her father’s 
house and raping her. 

Britain’s first black 
union chief 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s first 
black tra de tnnon leader was 
. elected on-Friday ire-&- landmark 
poll to head the country’s biggest 
union of 1.2 million menwexs. 
Jamaican- bom Bill Moms, 52, 
will take over as general- 
secretary of the Transport and 
General Workers Union 
(TGWU) next March. Morris, 
who has been TGWU deputy 
general secretary for six yean, 
beat three other candidates for 
the job and said his election was a 
victory for minority groups in 
Britain. 

Kuwait asks French 
army engineers to 
stay 

PARIS (R) — Kuwait has asked 
France to extend by a month the 
deployment in the emirate of a 
detachment of French combat en- 
gineers who have defused 
thousands of mines and explo- 
sives, parliament was told on 
Friday. Junior minister for veter- 
ans affairs Louis Mexandeau said 
the last 42 French sappers operat- 
ing in Kuwait were due to leave 
next week but Kuwaiti authorities 
had asked if they could stay until 
mid-July. He indicated Paris’s re- 
ply would be affirmative. 

Gemayel aides 
arrested 

BEIRUT (R) — Foot aides of 
ex-President Amin Gemayel have 
been detained for distributing 
leaflets attacking a treaty tying 
Lebanon to its neighbour Syria, 
judicial sources said on Friday. 
They said six people working at 
GemayeTs office in Beirut were 
arrested earlier this week and 
charged with a tte mp ting to tfe- 
turb security by handing out anti- 
government leaflets. Two of the 
six were later released. Gemayel 
issued a statement month last 
deploring the Lebancse-Syrian 
“brotherhood, cooperation and 
coordination*' treaty that was 
signed in Damascus on May 22 

^Primakov believes 
Gorbachev will be 
Invited to G-7 
summit 

MOSCOW (AP) — A top aide to 
Mikhail 5. Gorbachev said U.S. 
President George Bush appears 
to be leaning towards inviting the 
Soviet president to attend next 
month's economic summit of in- 
dustrialised nations. The aide, 
Yevgeny Primakov, told the gov- 
ernment newspaper Izvestia that 
Bosh recognised the Soviet Un- 
ion (fid not intend to beg for 
massive Western aid if Gor- 
bachev were allowed to attend 
the July 15-17 Group of Seven 
.summit in London. 


Jordan accuses Israel of 
blocking U.S. peace effort 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Jordan 
on Friday criticised Israel’s rejec- 
tion of a U.N. role at any Middle 
East peace conference and ac- 
cused the Jewish state of blocking 
U.S. efforts to settle the conflict. 

“It is strange that any country 
at this time in particular rejects a 
role for the United Nations, espe- 
cially after the Gulf crisis,” Fore- 
ign Minister Taber A1 Masri told 
Reuters. 

“This only shows Israeli ill- 
intentions regarding the (Israeli-) 
occupied territories and a peace- 
ful solution.” 

U.S. president George Bush 
has sent letters to Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
other Middle East leaders in an 
attempt to bridge differences be- 
tween Israel and Arab countries 
over a peace conference. 

American and Israeli officials 
would not discolse the contents of 
Shamir’s reply. But the Israeli 
officials said Shamir remained as 
opposed as ever to Arab demands 
for U.N. participation and for a 
full conference to meet more than 
once. 

Israeli reports said Bush asked 
Shamir to accept a minor U.N. 
role and a reconvening of the 
conference after six months to 


hear reports on the progress of 
direct talks between Israel and 
Arab states. 

“We have always said that the 
problem lies with Israel and Israel 
will be the reason for aborting the 
American efforts," Masri said. 
“Now Shamir comes up with this 
stand." 

Jordan, a long-time supporter 
of a U.N. -sponsored peace con- 
ference, has shown flexibility to- 
wards the shape of the talks as 
long as the outcome would be 
Israel’s withdrawal from the 
occupied territories. 

Hts Majesty King Hussein, 
who has accepted the principle of 
the conference, replied to Bush's 
letter by telling the president he 
would continue to work with the 
United States on the issue. 

“His Majesty reiterated in the 
letter to Bush Jordan's sincere 
keenness to deal with Washing- 
ton to achieve comprehensive 
peace in the region,” a senior 
official said. 

But one Jordanian official said: 
“At the rate things are going I do 
not foresee a peace conference 
soon. Israel does not want to 
compromise and the U.S. does 
not want to use pressure." 

The White House acknow- 


ledged on Friday that Israel had 
"other ideas" about a formula for 
Middle East peace negotiations 
than the United States but in- 
sisted that this would not derail 
U.S. efforts to arrange a peace 
conference. 

"We continue to pursue the 
matter," White House spokes- 
man Marlin Fitzwater said when 
asked about reports that Shamir 
had rejected President Bush's 
appeal to accept compromise 
conditions for peace talks. 

Israeli officials said in Tel Aviv 
that Shamir refused to agree to a 
United Nations role in the talks 
or more than one meeting of a 
foil peace conference. 

"His position is very clear — 
against any continuation of a 
conference and against any parti- 
cipation of the United Nations." 
said one official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Fitzwater refused to divulge 
details of Shamir's response but 
said that the United States had 
beard back from Israel and Jor- 
dan and continued to discuss the 
peace process with them. 

“They have some other ideas. 
We have ideas. We continue to 
talk," he said. 


Islamic bloc wins presidency, 
council of Pharmacists Association 


By Serene Hatosa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Islamic bloc 
scored a decisive victory in die 
Pharmacist Association elections 
on Friday, hoars after they 
clashed with liberals and 
nationalists over arrangements to 
segregate voters according to 
their sexes. 

Mr. Husain IddincMismar, the 
Islamist candidate won the pres- 
idency replacing Tayseer Humsi, 
a recognised liberal. The Islamic 
bloc won seven out of the nine 
seats on the association counriL 

As voters filed into the Profes- 
sional Associations Complex Fri- 


day morning they were faced with 
arrangements segregating voteis 
by sex in two seperate halls, 
witnesses and pharmacists said. 
The unexpected move surprised 
liberals who strongly objected to 
extending the Islamists’ ideolo- 
gical beliefs to the halls of the 
association complex, they said. 

Mr. Anis Muasher, a pharma- 
cist and president of the Jordan 
Society for foe Preservation of 
Nature said that a dispute 
erupted when voters entered to 
cast their votes and “saw that two 
seperate boxes were set up, one 
designated for the male members 
and the other for the females.” 

“We have always voted 


together.” Mr. Muasher told the 
Jordan Times. “The general 
assembly also agreed that there 
would be no segregation.” he 
added. 

Mr. Muasher, who reportedly 
tore out his voting card upon 
seeing the two separate boxes, 
said that he finally cast his vote 
"at the voting place designated 
for women." 

Bearded men blocked the en- 
te ranee of the hall designated for 
men barring women horn enter- 
ing the room, eye witnesses said. 

Mr. Humsi, the former presi- 
dent of foe association in a speech 

( Continued on page 5) 



Aids Muasher, pharmacist and President of Jor- 
dan Nature Preservation Society, tears up his 
baBot card In protest of Friday’s procedural mix 
up; on the right the outgoing president of the 


pharmacists association, Tayseer Homs! wrangles 
with an Islamist activist (Photo by Yousef AJ 
‘Allan) 
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After being arrested in Israel, 
peace team now in Jordan 


1 KING HUSSEIN BRIDGE ( AP) 
— International peace activists 
crossed in:o Jordan Friday after a 
three-day march in the West 
[Bank to demonstrate in support 
of peace between Israel and the 
Arabs. 

More than 20 members of foe 
Gulf Peace Team crossed King 
Hussein bridge, a restricted milit- 
ary zone linking Jordan with the 
occupied West Bank, which along 
with other Arab lands was occu- 
pied by Israel daring the 1967 
Arab-!sraeJi war. 

By arriving here, the peace 
activists, of nine different western 
and Asian nationalities, ended 
the first naif of a 140-kilcmetre 
walk commemorating the Middle 


East war of 1967. 

The group was scheduled to 
proceed with its march Saturday 
to arrive in Amman Monday. 

1 “Our aim is to draw attention 
again to the Palestinian question, 
to the plight of those people 
under foe rule of (Israeli) occupa- 
tion and the guarantee that they 
be granted their natural human 
rights,” said Karl-Erik Paasonen, 
a march organiser from Brisbane, 
Australia. 

He said: “We want to see a just 
and comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East." 

Paasonen spoke of “continued 
Israeli threats and harassment in 
the occupied territories to make 
as back off our walking plans.” 


The group was arrested twice by 
Israeli forces in the occupied ter- 
ritories for allegedly entering 
“restricted military areas.” 

Paasoner.’s remarks were made 
to the Associated Press as the 
group silenty marched through 
foe deserted streets of a small 
town, overlooking the Jordan 
River and the mountains of Jeru- 
salem. 

“Walk for a just peace, 
Jerusalem-Amman.” read one of 
the banners which foe group 
waived for cameramen as they 
proceeded to a camping area, 
outside the restricted military 
zone. 

(Contfnned on page 5) 


FLN denies deal: 

FIS proclaims victory, ends strike 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s Mus- 
lim fundamentalists Friday called 
off a general strike which inspired 
days of protests, brought down a 
government and saw troops en- 
forcing a state of siege on dty 
streets. 

But the ruling National Libera- 
tion Front (FLN), quoted by the 
Algerian news agency APS, 
quickly denied talk of a deal with 
foe fundamentalists. 

Leaders of foe Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) told tens of 
thousands of worshippers at Fri- 
day prayers in the capital they 
had reached an agreement with 
the FLN and that parliamentary 
and presidential elections would 
be held within six months. 

“After the latest negotiations, 
in which we won a victory for all 
Muslims in Algeria, there will be 
legislative and presidential elec- 
tions in six months," foe fiery FIS 
deputy leader Ali Belhadj said. 

"You must return to work," he 
told the massive crowd. 

More than 50,000 FIS suppor- 
ters roared “Allahu Akbar" 
(God is Greater) in response to 
the statements by Belhadj and 


FIS leader Abassi Madani. 

They later dispersed calmly 
under the watchful eye of soldiers 
from the mosque in the FIS stron- 
ghold of Bab AJ Oued. 

The FLN, quoted by APS, said 
foe two sides' leaders had met 
earlier in the day but denied that 
they had struck any deal. 

The political violence, which 
killed up to 50 people according 
to Western diplomats, resulted in 
foe postponement of Algeria's 
first multi-party parliamentary 
elections, planned for June 27. 

Neither Madani nor Belhadj 
had been seen in public since 
Tuesday, hours before President 
Chadli Benjcdid imposed a state 
of siege on foe country, sacked 
the government and postponed 
foe elections. 

The FIS launched the general 
strike on May 25 to force changes 
in election rules and demand that 
Chadli himself face the voters at 
foe same time as the parliamen- 
tary polls. 

The next presidential election 
had been set for 1998. 

Western diplomatic sources 
estimate that between 40 and 50 


Charter: A common ground with no ceiling 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The final draft of 
the National Charter says the 
document “lays the founda- 
tions for the general national 
effort and guides its route... 
fllmninates the road to foe 
future... lays the general direc- 
tives for tte practice of politic- 
al pluralism — considered the 
cornerstone of democracy — 
by leaning ou constitutional 
foundations, national political 
tentage and the existing reali- 
ties of the Jordanian society... 
in a manne r winch would en- 
sure the continuation of foe 
national development march 
and the democratic shift in the 
cotmny... guarding it against 
tripping or turning back- 
wards.” 

To many who helped draft 
the document, the purpose of 
preparing a National Charter 
and incorporating it into the 
political, soda!, economic and 
cnftxural life of Jordan became 


submerged in long debates 
over' its connection to the 
already widely respected, but. 
partially obscure, constitution. 

Some of the sixty members 
of the commission who drafted 
the charter thought that it was 
a contract between the govern- 
ment and the people describing 
their own rote in drawing it up 
as that of “honest brokers." 
Others thought that it was 
going to provide a ceiling for 
political activity in foe King- 
dom — meaning placing limits 
on the formation of indepen- 
dent-thinking political parties 
rather than enhancing the con- 
cept of political pluralism. 

The pessismists contended it 
was a “hoax,” the legally 
minded amongst them said it 
was an attempt to pull the 
carpet from under the con- 
stitution; while some other 
poetical activists thought its 
was an attempt to whitewash 
the different shades of political 
thinking in the Kingdom, 

However, mainstream politi- 


cians recognised the need to do 
something to mark the shift 
from authoritarian rule to a 
state governed by democracy 
in all its aspects and embedded 
in lasting institutiei s. 

“Our role will be to draft a 
National Charter which will 
constitute the starting point 
upon which people from ali 
walks of life will meet before 
they are launched into the 
practice of political pluralism,” 
His Majesty King Hussein said 
in mandating foe commission 
on April 21, 1990. 

In the final analysis, what 
the King proposed in Ramadan 
of last year finally emerged as 
the basis for what foe National 
Charter stands for today. 

“The National Charter is not 
a ceiling for political man- 
oeuvre; It is foe common de- 
nominator among foe different 
political ideologies in the coun- 
try," a member of foe commis- 
sion says. 

The undercurrents that 
steered foe debate of foe panel 


were simple: almost every col- 
our of Jordan's political rain- 
bow was represented and 
everyone wanted to ensure 
that he or she and foe line of 
thought he or she represented 
was included in the charter in 
such a way that when political 
life took off in Jordan they 
would have left their mark on 
foe final product. 

Mr. Ahmad Obeidat, a for- 
mer prime minister as well as 
appointed president of at com- 
mission. described it as “a 
general ideological 
framework... proposing new 
basic concepts and advanced 
ideas that govern foe course of 
foe Jordanian state within the 
contemporary perspective.” 

Mr. Abdul Latif Arabiyat, 
the former*spokesman for foe 
Muslim Brotherhood in the 
Lower House of Parliament 
and speaker of foe House, told 
the first session of foe panel 
that “foe main objective and 
duty of this commission is to 
draft a charter; preparing an 


agreement defining the coun- 
try's higher objectives at all 
levels and securing the en- 
dorsement of the people on 
common efforts towards 
achieving these objectives.” 
Dr. Abdul Sal am AJ Majali, 
a former minister and presi- 
dent of foe University of Jor- 
dan, rejected suggestions that 
foe National Charter was a 
purely political goal. “The 
National Charter is not politic- ' 
al and does not merely have a 
political character... it has 
different axis of sociology, eco- 
nomy and politics.” 

Mr. Sulaiman Al Hadidi, a 
former head of the Lawyers 
Association. laid out foe ques- 
tions that were on foe minds of 
many. “We want to 1 know the 
strength of foe charter vis-a-vis 
foe constitution. Is it in itself a 
constitution? is it a law? is it 
higher? we want at least to 
know what this is for?” 

“My personal opinion of foe 
charter is that it explains foe 
constitution, the constitution is 


foe skeleton and the charter, if 
you will, is the muscles and 
nerves.” Dr. Ishaq Al Farhan, 
an Islamist and former minister 
of education, said. 

Issa Mdanat, prominent 
member of the Communist 
Party and a deputy, underlined 
the subordinate position of the 
charter vis-a-vis the constitu- 
tion. “I personally believe that 
the charter is not an alternative 
to foe constitution, nor an 
attempt at dodging foe con- 
stitution. The constitution is 
the source with which the char- 
ter has to be compatible.” 

How did these differing 
opinions and ideologies merge 
to formulate a single docu- 
ment, a social contract for the 
country? Participants m foe 
commission maintain that 
some paragraphs in the charter 
on “The charter — reasons and 
aims” took many hours and 
much hard work to write. 

The final product, which 

(Continued on page 5) 


people have been killed m two 
weeks of street demonstrations 
during which protesters also cal- 
led for an immediate Islamic 
state. 

“I hope that the new govern- 
ment will not commit foe same 
follies as the old one,” Belhadj 
told FIS supporters Friday. 

Earlier Friday, foe Algerian 
news agency APS reported that 
gunmen in Islamic fundamentalist 
strongholds bad shot and wound- 
ed five members of foe security 
forces during the first night of a 
curfew in the capital. 

Soldiers returned fire, but 
there were no reports of other 
casualties. 

Ghozali, holding talks with 
pah beans, on Thursday met five 
of foe 59 political parties who had 
been due to contest the June 27 
elections. Hie five, named by 
Algerian Television, did not in- 
clude the FIS. 

Martyrs’ and May 1st squares, 
used as FIS rallying points for foe 
now-banned protests, were cor- 
doned off on Friday by tanks and 
soldiers, some with bayonets 
fixed. 


orders 
3 factories 
open 

By Khalil Abdul Salam 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran Friday ordered 
that three factories, closed down 
last week for violating health 
safety regulations, open. The 
prime minister said the waste 
water flowing out of these factor- 
ies was of minor effect on the 
Zarqa River warer, but stipulated 
these factories tackle the viola- 
tions. 

Mr. Badran also issued direc- 
tives that other 15 factories be 
also opened once they complied 
health safety regulations. 

On Tuesday tire government 
ordered foe closure of 30 factor- 
ies for violating health safety 
regulations , and causing damage 
to public health. The closure 
came only days after foe start of a 
campaign by the Zarqa health 
committee to determine which 
factories violated foe regulations. 

Water discharged from these 
factories into the Zarqa River- 
basin was found to contain bacte- 
rial and chemical pollutants. 

The closure order was issued 
by acting Health Minister 
Mohammad Adoub Al Zaben. 

Authorities have allowed the 
management and owners of fac- 
tories to enter them, bring in raw 
material and take out stored 
goods. They were also allowed to 
repair the water treatment plants 
at those factories in order to 
re-open them after a week of 
their closure. Directors of these 
factories will be informed formal- 
ly of these decisions in a meeting 
to be held Saturday to make sure 
they will adhere to foe regula- 
tions. 

The pollution problem will be 
tackled comprehensively in a 
study currently being prepared by 
the Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce in collaboration with ex- 
perts. 


U.S., 

Soviet 

summit 

uncertain 

GENEVA (Agencies) — Saying 
prospects for a June summit are 
dimming, U.S. Secretary of State 
James A. Baker is making a last- 
ditch effort with his Soviet coun- 
terpart to conclude an elusive 
missile-redaction treaty. 

Pesky technical issues stood in 
the way, but Baker said Friday in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, that he 
and Soviet Foregin Minister Ale- 
xander A. Bessmertnykh would 
grapple with them rather than 
“kicking them over to follow-on 
negotiations." 

The treaty, foe first to shaiply 
reduce stockpiles of the deadliest 
long-range nuclear missiles, is the 
projected centerpiece for a sum- 
mit meeting in Moscow between 
U.S. President George Bush and 
Soviet President Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev. 

Last week. White House offi- 
cials were spreading the word tire 
talks might be held in late June. 
But Baker all but scotched that 
possibility. 

“That is going to be a difficult 
time-frame to try and meet,” be 
said at a news conference before 
flying to Geneva to meet with 
Bessmertnykh. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater also expressed 
doubt about a late June date. 

Baker, in Copenhagen for a 
NATO foreign ministers’ meet- 
ing, flew to Geneva for a hastily 
arranged meeting with Bessmert- 
nykh al the Soviet diplomatic 
mission. 

They were discussing the 
strategic arms reduction talks 
(START) treaty, which will cut 
superpower arsenals of foe most 
destructive weapons known to 
mankind by about a third. 

Baker told a news conference 
before leaving Copenhagen the 
negotiations were now moving 
towards their “endgame.” 

But Bessmertnykh told TASS 
news agency he did not expect a 
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Agreement on autonomy for lra< 


mid-month; minister says libera] 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (Agencies) — 
Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani 
says he expects to sign an agree- 
ment giving autonomy to Iraq's 
3.5 minion Kurds by mid- June 
after overcoming disagreements 
od the size of the Kurdish region. 

“There will be an agreement by 
the 15th of June, or maybe the 
20th of June,” Bansani told re- 
porters during impomptu news 
conferences late Thursday night 
and Friday morning at a Baghdad 
hotel. 

Barzani, head of the largest 
Iraqi Kurdish rebel faction, 
announced May 18 that a delega- 
tion of Kurdish leaders bad 
reached agreement in principle 
with Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein on the outlines of democracy 
for Iraq and autonomy for the 
Kurds. 

A month earlier, the other 
main Kurdish leader. JaJal Tala- 
bani of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, had reported a more 
general agreement with Iraq for 
autonomy. 

In spite of repeated Iraqi and 
Kurdish reports that a final deal 
was imminent, no pact has been 
forthcoming. 

Barzani said he was sending 
teams to the north to consult with 
local leaders there. 

An agreement could help ease 
international pressure on the Ira- 
qi leader and give Iraqi Kurds the 
autonomy they have vainly 
sought for decades. 

It could also solve the dilemma 
of Western forces trying to pro- 
tect Kurds who fled after an 
uprising in March. They want to 
leave, but there are fears with- 
drawal could lead to reprisal 
attacks by Iraqi forces. 

U.S. army Col. Dick Naab said 
Thursday that forces in northern 
Iraq would overstep their role by 
fulfilling requests by local Kur- 
dish leaders for an allied-run de- 
militarized zone in northern Iraq 
and pressuring Baghdad on 
autonomy. 

“That's not our mission. We’re 


really getting ready to go home,” 
said Naab, die allies’ chief nego- 
tiator with Iraqi and Kurdish 
leaders. 

Barzani, head of the Kurdish 
Democratic Party, said the allies 
“didn't ask us when they came 
and they won't ask us when they 
leave." 

Barzani, who said be has been 
in Baghdad for a month, said the 
two sides were dose to agreement 
on the disputed city of Kirkuk, a 
major oil producing centre whose 
status helped sink earlier auton- 
omy talks. 

“We are going to find a way to 
solve this problem,” said Barza- 
ni. He suggested “it would be 
maybe a joint administration." 

The Kurds have already agreed 
to let the central government 
keep the oil revenues from Kir- 
kuk, but the two sides have dis- 
puted who should control politics 
in the dty of some 600,000. 

The centra] government, 
arguing the city has a non- 
Kurdish majority, has insisted it 
remain outside a Kurdish auton- 


omous region. 

The Kurds, accusing the cen- 
tral governmment of frying to 
drive out Kirkuk's Kurds and 
replace them with Arab immig- 
rants, have insisted it must be 
inside their zone. 

Tala ban i told Agency France- 
Press (AFP) Wednesday that Iraq 
had moved 182,000 Kurds out of 
Kirkuk since 1988. On Thursday, 
be told the Associated Press that 
the Iraqi leadership was stalling 
in the autonomy talks. 

Barzani said Iraqi troops had 
killed 5,000 Kurds, mostly civi- 
lians, when it recaptured Kirkuk 
from Kurdish rebels in March 
after an uprising swept through 
the north. 

“That is the result of the abnor- 
mal situation, the war," he said. 

Barzani said the first step of the 
autonomy accord would be for an 
amnesty to permit all Kurds to 
return home. Some 2 million fled 
after Iraqi forces struck back 


during the Mqrch. rebellion. 

He ha$*$aia the. deal also calls 
for multi-party' 'democracy 
throughout Iraq, an end to autom- 
atic rule by the Arab Baath' 
Socialist Party, free speech and 
Kurdish rule — within the Iraqi 
state — in the north. 

Barzani said the two sides 
wquld create “a body" to bear 
complaints about alleged viola- 
tion of the agreement — 
apparently as an alternative to 
tbe international guarantees that 
the Iraqis have rejected. 

Although several previous 
autonomy agreements collapsed, 
Barzani said, “we feel they (tbe 
Iraqis) are serious — we try to 
wont as a team so that both sides 
are triumphant." 

He denied reports the Iraqis 
bad held him mcommunicado in 
Baghdad: “It's not true and it 
wouldn’t be so easy," be said. 

He also said a Kurdish region 
would not be a haven for Kurdish 
rebels fighting Turkey and Iran, 
which each have large Kurdish 
populations. 

“We have enough problems for 
ourselves,” he said. “We don’t 
like to have more problems. We 
advise them to solve their prob- 
lems peacefully." 

On Wednesday, an Iraqi minis- 
ter said that political liberalisa- 
tion in Iraq was irreversible, with- 
in limits set to prevent Iran dis- 
membering the country by sub- 
version. 

Information Minister Hamid 
Yoossef Humadi said the govern- 
ment would announce a program- 
me for multiparty elections by the 
end of this year. It is the first time 
an Iraqi minister has mentioned a 
timescale. 

“We are moving into a new 
phase. We are serious ... it is 
irreversible," be said in an inter- 
view with Reuters and the New 
York Times. 

The elections would take place 
under a new constitution abo- 
lishing the previleged status of 
the ruling Baath Party and dis- 


banding the Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council, which has gov- 
erned Iraq by decree since the 
Baath coup of 1968. 

Humadi said Iraq remained 
politically and socially underde- 
veloped so outriders should not 
expect rapid change. 

“In these societies (like Iraq) 
criticism is not practised. People 
think that criticism w3I affect the 
prestige of the head of tbe family, 
the tribe or the emperor. 

“These societies are changing 
into Western-style democracies 
but yon cannot expect them to 
change overnight,'’ he said. 

Tbe minister said that of the 
Iraqi parties now working under- 
ground, only the Daawa Party, a 
Shiite Muslim group dose to 
Tehran, would fail to qualify for 
legal recognition because of its 
religions ideology and foreign 
connections. 

- “We still regard it as a group of 
Iranian agents and so they have 
proved to be ... we will not allow 
religious parties because they will 
work against the unity of Iraq. 
(To legalise it) would lead to the* 
dismemberment of Iraq and bring 
in Iran," he said. 

“They are not prepared for 
logical dialogue. You cannot 
have dialogue with a fun- 
damentalist who sees everyone 
else as infidel," Humadi added. 

The government accused Iran 
of large-scale intervention during 
tbe unrest which broke out in the 
Shiite Muslim south of Iraq after 
the defeat of the Iraqi army in 
Kuwait. Shiites make up the 
majority of the Iraqi population 
but the ruling elite is Sunni Mus- 
lim. 

Humadi, whose country fought 
Iran for eight years between 1980 
and 1988, said Iraq saw Tehran as 
die only danger to its security. He 
dismissed speculation that Iran's 
policy was changing under prag- 
matists led by its President Ali 
Afcbar Rafsanjani. 

“It's not truly pragmatic ... 
thev have the same intentions as 



Massoud Barzani 


before — an Islamic republic (in 
Iraq)." be said. 

He added: “Both rides are 
positive in their attitude and no 
problem cannot be solved." 

Humadi said U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq — originally imposed 
when it invaded Kuwait last Au- 
gust — would not undermine 
'President Saddam Hussein. 

Diplomats and private Iraqis 
say the sanctions are hurting tbe 
poor without seriously affecting 
the Iraqi regime's bold on the 
reins of power. 

“It's amounting to a personal 
vendetta. If you think the Iraqis 
would like to change their leader, 
okay, but is this the way to do 
it?” Humadi said. 

“It is going to stiffen tbe Iraqi 
people... we understand that they 
don't want to rearm Iraq but we 
have debts and we want to import 
food ... this policy is going to 
backfire, it will not achieve its 
objectives." 

Humadi declined to discuss the 
decision-making process behind 
the invasion of Kuwait last Au- 
gust but said President Saddam 
never considered resigning when 
his army was defeated. 

“Not for a minute, no. This 
country needs strong leadership," 
he said. 



ia’s new leaders order 


security service closed down 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
Ethiopia's new provisional govern- 
ment, cementing its grip on the 
country, Friday ordered the 
feared security services of de- 
posed Marxist dictator Mengjstu 
Haile Mariam to be dosed down 
immediately. 

The Ethiopian People's Re- 
volutionary Democratic Front 
(EPRDF), whose ragged guerril- 
las captured Addis Ababa last 
week, have been extending their 
control to towns in tbe famine-hit 
east and Thursday named a care- 
taker administration. 

On Friday, they reopened the 
capital’s airport after 11 days. But 
the scheduled first flight of the 


national carrier Ethiopian Air- 
lines failed to leave for Nairobi as 
planned. 

In Addis Ababa, people 
queued for bread and petrol. 

The government said in a com- 
munique broadcast over state 
radio that all offices of Mengistu's 
government security service and 
his Workers’ Party of Ethiopia 
(WPE) should be closed im- 
mediately and their contents 
sealed. 

Anyone found tampering with 
documents in the closed offices 
would be tried by a military tri- 
bunal, it said. 

Mengistu’s East German- 
trained security services, which 


had thousands of employees, 
penetrated every level of society 
in Ethiopia to stamp out dissent. 

Operating through both the 
government and the WPE, they 
arrested and tortured thousands 
of people during Mengistu’s 14- 
year rule. Many of their victims 
were secretly executed. 


Mengistu fled to Zimbabwe 
and sought refuge there May 21, 
a week before the EPRDF cap- 
tured Addis Ababa. 

There was some confusion ab- 
out whetherfc tbe new govern- 
ment would demand Mengistu's 
extradition. 



Montessori Gardens 
A Pre-School Learning Centre 


□ Applies the Montessori method in 
children's education 

□ Equipped with all necessary apparatus for 
implementing the Montessori method. 

□ Run by qualified Montessori teachers. 

Will be opening for registration for the school 
year 91/92 soon. 

(Location: Sweiffeh/Sixth Circle. 

For information please call: 
temporary tel 819331 


Dawit Yohannes, a senior 
EPRDF official said Thursday on 
the sidelines of the Organisation 
of African Unity summit in 
Nigeria that the new government 
was not seeking bis extradition. 


Israel exaggerated number 


WASHINGTON (AP ) — Israeli 
defence officials overestimated 
the number of Iraqi Scud missile 
warhead that evaded the U.S. 
Patriot air defence system de- 
ployed in Israel during tbe Gulf 
war, according to an army memo 
released Thursday. 

The memo, written in mid- 
April by the deptuy manager of 
the U.S. army missile command 
office responsible for tbe Patriot, 
also said the Israelis who oper- 
ated tbe Patriot batteries some- 
times failed to follow U.S. oper- 
ating procedures. 

. The Israelis "experimented” 
with several non-conventional 
means of using the Patriot during 
tbe war, and this was one reason 
that the Patriot was less success- 
ful in intercepting Scud warheads 
in Israel than in Saudi Arabia, the 
memo said. 

The memo signed by A.Q. 
Oldacre was released in response 


to a freedom of information act re- 
' quest by the Associated Press for 
details on the performance on the 
Patriot during the war. 

David Harris of the missile 
command's public affairs office in 
Huntsville, Alabama, said most 
information about the Patriot's 
role in the war is classified secret. 


The Oldacre memo said craters 
in Israel made by Scud missiles 
were inspected only by members 
of the Israeli defence forces. 
They used “nonstandard 
criteria” for assessing whether 
tbe holes were caused by war- 
heads or missile debris, he wrote. 


“All craters found were asses- 
sed as Scud warhead craters,” 
Oldacre wrote, whereas the U.S. 
inspectors of craters in Saudi 
Arabia distinguished between 
those caused by Scud warheads 
and those caused by Scud fuel 
tanks or other debris. 
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The distinction is central to a 
post-war debate over tbe military 
usefulness of the Patriot system 
and its effectiveness in destroying 
Scud warheads. Some have 
argued that the Patriot did as 
much barm as good in Israel 
because it often failed to stop the 
Scud warhead, which carries 800- 
360 kilogrammes of high explo- 
sives. 


Because the Israelis counted ali 
craters as Scud warhead strikes, 
they calculated that only 44 per 
cent of Sends challenged by Pat- 
riots resulted in warhead tolls, 
Oldacre wrote. The army says tbe 
exact number of Scud engage- 
ments by Patriots in Israel is 
classified secret, but sources said' 
the number was fewer than 20.i 
Thus, by the 44 per cent calcula- 
tion, that would mean eight or 
fewer Scud warheads were hit by 
Patriots. 


kis in Cyprus seeking 

solution to island’s problem 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — 
Greek Prime Minister Constan- 
tine Mitsotakis arrived for a 
three-day visit Friday and talks 
with ffie Cyprus government for 
joint action to promote a settle- 
ment of the problem of tbe war- 
divided island. 


interview on Cyprus Television 
Thursday night that he had 
“logical expectations and hopes 
for p rogress towards a settle- 
ment. 

He said he penned these hopes 
cm his belief th&t Bush was sin- 
cere in ba declaration after his 


Thousands of Greek Cypriots 
gathered at Larnaca airport and 
along die route to the capital, 
Nicosia, to give an enthusiastic 
welcome to the Greek leader. 

Addressing. Mitsotakis during a 
brief welcoming ceremony at the 
airport Cyprus President George 
Vasfliou said tbe visit “is not only 
a message of support for the 
people of Cyprus. 

“But it is also an important 
step for the better organisation of 
our struggle for a just settle- 
ment.” 

Mitsotakis responded saying 
“brothers of Cyprus I want you to 
know that the whole Greek peo- 
ple is by your side, as they feel 
that your struggle is their 
struggle." 


to act as a catalyst for a Cyprus 
settlement 


During itisstay Mitsotakis will 
attend a special meeting of foe 
Greek Cypriot national council 
This is a policy-making body 
attended by Vassitiou and the 
leaders of the four main Greek 
Cypriot political parties. 

The cornual meeting Saturday 
is regarded as of major import- 
ance, cotmng 10 days after Vasa- 
liou’s talks in Washington with 
U.S. President George Bush, 
who will himself visit Greece and 
Turkey next month. 

Mitsotakis said a lengthy 


“If Bush keeps his word, then 
it means that as a catalyst be wffl 
be foe one to give a solution, 
Mitsotakis added. 

• The Greek leader said that 
chances for a settlement im- 
proved in the wake of the Guff 
war and because of foe new world 
order proclaimed by Bosh and his 
determination to see United Na- 
tions resolutions implemented. 

Progress towards a Cyprus set- 
tlement has been blocked pri- 
marily by Turkey’s refusal to im- 
plement U.N. Semxrity Council 
restitutions demanding die with- 
drawal of tbe estimated 35,000 
Turkish troops and 50,000 main- 
land settlers from north Cyprus 
and the return there of 200,000 
Greek Cypriot refugees. 

The east Mediterranean island 
has been unofficially partitioned 
since a 1974 Turkish invasion. A 
break-away Turkish Cypriot stale 
established in the northern, Tur- 
kish controlled sector, & only 
recognised by Turkey. 

U.N.-sponsored talks between 
VassQion and Rauf Denktash, the 
president of the break-away 
state, have been stalled since 
January 1990 by Turkish insist- 


ence on the recognition of 
Turkish Cypn* ■ 

Denktash said 

booed that during his V Btt M*fe 6y 
SE^witt the opportunity. to; 

ten foe Greek Cypriot s that ^ is; 
no use denying foe 
which are necessary for -c£g>vj 
figHing a bi-conxmunal federal. - 
state with the Turidfo Qrpw* 
ride-’’ ■ V: r - 

Tbe Greek Cypriots have . 
accepted the establishment of;*' 
br-zonal federation. But tfaeyrc- 
ject Turkish insisten ce oa- t he 
prior fotemational recognftioiu»f 
the break-away state. ‘ ^ 

The Greek ' side also masts on. 
the im p lementation of the U.N. 
resolutions, particnlaiiy foe right 
of foe refugees to return to foejr 
homes in the north and the with- 
drawal of foe mainland settlers. 

Turkish President Tn rgut Ozal 
has recently been reiterating r a ■ 
year-old proposal for a four party 
conference on Cyprus to be 
attended by himself, Mitsotakis, ' 
V kaiin n and Denktash. 

Athens and Nicosia rejected- 
die idea as sidestepping foe main 
hinging on the imbteuCuBr : 
tion of U.N. resolutions. 

The Greek side feels that Die- - 
nktash’s attendance at a four- 

party conference would be tanta- 
mount to foe recognition of his. .. 
breakaway state. 

Mitsotakis stated in his televi- 
ston interview char' there was feS 
agreement between Athens and 
Nicosia on foe long-term strategy 
and that the Saturday national 
council meeting wifi concern itself 
primarily with tactics. 



Abie Nathan 
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Israeli admits killing 


Arab out of harted 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
peace activist Abie Nathan ended 
a hunger strike after 40 days with 
a bowl of chicken soup Thursday, 
after facing in his campaign to 
repeal a law barring contact with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

“I did not fast to die. I still 
want to five and allow others to 
live. That is why I stopped my 
fast,” Nathan, 64, told reporters. 

Na than bad sought removal of 
an Israeli law that prohibits meet- 
ings with tbe PLO. He was jailed 
under the law for 122 days in 1990 
for meeting PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat. 

Nathan bad hoped left-wing 
members of parliament would 
push through a bill to change tbe 
law bat they failed. 

He ended the fast after meeting 
President Chaim Herzog who 
appealed to him to eat again. 
After Nathan agreed, Herzog 
served him dneken soup. 

“After this soup, I want to eat 
a few other kinds of soup," 
Nathan said, laughing weakly. He 
drank only water during the fast 
and had become a gaunt figure 
moving about in a wheelchair. 


TEL AVTV (R) — A 24-year-old 
Israeli confessed to police Thurs- 
day that he kilted a Palestinian 
because he bated Arabs and some 
had insulted his mother, Israel 
Radio said. 

A Tel Aviv court remanded the 
Israeli, identified as Avi Vaknin, 
24, from a Tel Aviv suburb, in 
custody for 14 days. 

The radio quoted him as saying 
he kilted Jalal Abdallah two 
weeks ago in nearby Gwatayim 
because he bated Arabs. He 
added that a group of Arab work- 
ers had insulted bis mother when 
she was walking near her home. 

. The body of Abdallah, who 
lived in the occupied West Bank 
but worked in the Tel Aviv area, 
was found riddled with bullets. 

In the Israeli town of Petab 
TSkva, pohee found tbe body of a 
36-year-old Jewish man backed to 
death with an axe. 

They said they were investigat- 
ing whether the killing was path 
tical and had detained Arab 
workers for questioning. 

They said the killing was anri- 
iar to the slaying of a Jewish 
grocer in the same town three 
weeks ago. The grocer was found 
in his shop with hands bound and 
throat slashed. 


Police have arrested no sus- 
pects in foe earlier killing but say 
they believe it was carried out by 
Palestinian nationalists. 

Palestinians fighting a 41- 
month-Iong uprising against 
Israeli rule in the occupied terri- 
tories have stepped op knife 
attaeka on Jews inside Israel in 
recent, months. 

At least 802 Palestinians, 66 
Israelis mid five tourists have 
been killed in Israeli- Arab vio- 
lence daring tbe uprising.' 
Another 352 Arabs have been 
killed by fellow Palestinians, 
most as suspected collaborators 
with i Israel. 

Tbe Israeli supreme court 
Thursday ordered attorney 
general Yosef Harish and the 
defence min is t ry to show cause 
why charges had not been 
brought against two senior 
Palestinian nationalist leaders, 
Sari Nusseibeh and Radwan Abo 
Ayyash. 

The two were recently released 
from Israeli jails where they had 
been detained without charge. 

Parliament member Efyakun 
Haetzni of the far-right- Tetriya 
Party had petitioned the court to 
bring charges against the two for 
allegedly directing the uprising. 


Libya regrets British police 
death, moves to repair ties 


LONDON (R) — Libya has ex- 
pressed regret at foe 1984 killing 
of a British policewoman and 
contributed £250 ,000 ($420,000) 
in a bid to repair relations, a 
British legislator said Thrusday. 

British government officials 
reacted cooly to foe gesture, 
saying it would not affect di- 
plomatic ties, which w6re broken 
after policewoman Yvonne 
Fletcher was killed by a shot fired 
from tbe Libyan embassy during 
a demonstration. 

Teddy Taylor, a member of the 
ruling Conservative Party, re- 
turned from a 10-day trip to 
Libya last week carrying mes- 
sages for the British government 
from Libyan Foreign Minister 
Ibrahim Mohamed Beshari 

“In the course of (those meet- 


ings) w» got a package of propos- 
als from foe Libyans on very 
significant matters,” Taylor said 
in a telephone interview. He said 
be also bad talks with Libyan 
leader Mnammar Gaddafi dunng 
his visit. 

Taylor said he handed die mes- 
sages earlier this week to Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd, who was 
asked by reporters in Paris Wednes- 
day whether Britain felt it was 
tone to end Libya’s isolation. 
One reporter said France and 
Germany were moving in that 
direction. 

“We think the Libyan connec- 
tion with terrorism is a fairly 
recent one and an overwhelxmng- 
ty da m ag in g one and we are not 
yet persuaded to follow that line 
overselves," be said. 
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Home News 


Iraq-Kuwait car 
plates to be changed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Vehicles 
bearing licence plates Iraq- 
Kuwait will have the plates 
changed into ones issued to cars 
for temporary stay, according to 
regulations released Friday by the 
Ministry of Interior which is re- 
sponsible for the Licencing De- 
partment in Amman. 

According to the new regula- 
tions, the Iraq-Kuwait licence 
plates will be changed into plates 
with black background and white 
lettering in English and in Arabic 
and will be forwarded to the 
Customs Department in Amman 
to be given to the car owners. 

It said that the Customs De- 
partment in Amman would open 
a special register for these cars 
and the new plates would be valid 
for six months, subject to renew- 


The Interior Ministry state- 
ment said that the regulations, 
which go into effect as of June 1 1 , 
also stipulate that these vehicles 
will be subject to the annual 
mechanical and technical test at 
the Licencing Department, like 
all Jordanian vehicles, and they 
will be required to pay annual 
fees and insurance like the Jorda- 
nian can. 

The new regulations followed 
numerous appeals by the Jorda- 
nian expatriates, who own these 
cars, to the government, to deal 
with their problem as they can 
not go back to Kuwait and had to 
pay special fees to the concerned 
authorities in Jordan every three 
months, in accordance with 
Jordanian laws. 


Registration centres set 
up for travellers to the 


occupied territories 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Visitors to 
the occupied Arab territories as 
of June 13 will have to register at 
centres in Amman and three 
other cities to organise their de- 
parture over the King Hussein 
and Prince Mohammad bridges 
across the River Jordan. 

A statement from the Public 
Security Department (PSD) said 
that the first batch of visitors to 
be allowed to cross into the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, under 
the new regulations, can make 
the trip on June 16, 1991. 

It said that die Amman cen- 
tres, which are controlled by PSD 
teams, would be at Arwa Bint AI 
Hareth School, in Jabal Amman, 
for those travelling to Jerusalem 
and Hebron govern orates, at 
Aisbeh Im AI Mumineen School, 
in Jabal Hussein, for those 
travelling to Gaza and AI Hussein 
School, in Jabal Hussein, for 
travellers to the Nablus Govemo- 
rate. 

According to the statement, 
similar centres for the registration 
of visitors wfli be opened in Irbid, 
Zarqa and Salt. 


Photos reflect 


‘aura of peace’ 


By Mafaa Addas! - 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The French 
Cultural Centre in AJ Weibdeb 
Tuesday started displaying in 
its exhibition hall, works by the 
French photographer Bernard 
GuiUot. 

The black and white photo-' 
graphs on display show mostly 
still-life items and buddings in 
Egypt and France. Most of the 
pictures are sombre as they 
have an overcast sky above. 
Other photographs are a con- 
trasting study of shadows and 
h'gfat. Almost all the photo- 
graphs are devoid of human 
figures. 

Mr. GoiDot makes a point of 
choosing the subjects so that 
they reflect the actual atmos- 
phere of the area. “I do not 
take photographs that distort 
the aura of the place,” Mr. 
GuiUot said. “I try to show on 
film exactly what t saw so that I 
can capture the feelings I had 
when I was taking the picture.” 

In one photograph of a cof- 
fee shop in a low-income area 
in Egypt, Mr. GiuQot captures 
the view from the entrance and 
shows the traditional wooden 
chairs and tables scattered in 


the room. 

On a wall there is a broken 
mirror. This photograph is one 
of the few with human sub- 
jects. A man is sitting at a table 
in die empty coffee shop with a 
look of despair on his face. 

Mr. Guillot says he finds ins 
subjects by chance as he walks 
around the area he is living in 
at the time. “I spend most of 
my time in Paris and in Cairo 
so I find most of my subjects 
there," he said. "But when I 
do select my subjects, I like 
them to have a timelessness to 
them so that when one looks at 
them they are looking into 
eternity,” Mr. GuiUot said. 

Mr. GuiUot became a photo- 
grapher IS years ago and has 
not stopped since. "Until 15 
years ago I used to be in- 
terested in painting, but then 
photography gave me a diffe- 
rent kind of artistic satisfac- 
tion. I felt that with the choice 
of subjects to photograph I can 
prove that something is hap- 
pening and can give my work 
some continuity," he says. 

The exhibition, which was 
opened under the patronage of 
the French Ambassador Denis 
Bouhard, will continue until 
June 18. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITION 

it Exhibition of photographs by Bernard Guflot at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

•fa Comprehensive book exhibition at the Royal Cuttantf Centre. 
it w-fca^Liit rf pfthiriupa hy Iraqi artist Abdul Jabbar Sahnaa at 
Aha Art Gaflery, Insurance Budding, 1st Circle. 




Apple computer fourth 
ann ual exhibition opens 


AMMAN (J.T.) — RvfaiCon 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Thursday opened the forth 
annua! exhibition of Apple com- 
puters at the Marriott Hotel. 
Taking part in the three-day ex- 
hibition are a number of local and 
international specialised com- 
panies. Lectures by specialists 
will be delivered at the exhibi- 
tion, winch exhibits ' the latest 


Apple technologies, featuring 
Apple’s new line of products, fee 
Maontosb classic, fee Macintosh 
LC and fee Macintosh si, a large 
number of officials and these 
interested in fee computer cere- 
mony. Hie exhibition is open 


daily to fee pubKc for three days 
(7-8-9/6/1991) from lfh00a.m. till 
l^Xlpjn. and from 4KX) until 9:00 
p.m. 



Viators to the occupied terri- 
tories should acquire temporary 
passports before making the trip 
and children born outside the 
occupied lands should have an 
Israeli vial permit and a tempor- 
ary passport from Jordan if they 
are above five years of age, said 
the statement. 

Children under five should be 
registered w the passports of 
their parents, the statement 
added. 

The statement said that males 
bom between 1958 and 1974 and 
permanent Jordanian residents 
should obtain special permit from 
the army headquarters before 
making fee crossing. 

The PSD regulations are usual- 
ly issued during the summer holi- 
days when the bridges are con- 
gested with travellers to and from 
the occupied territories. 

The congestion normally re- 
sults from the huge number of 
P alestinians working in the Gulf 
Arab countries, together with 
those residing in Jordan, who 
visit relatives on the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


PRINCESS SARVATH ATTENDS GRADUA- 
TION: Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath, 
chairperson of the Board of Trustees of Amman 
International Baccalaureate School Thursday pre- 
sented certificates of appreciation to 57 students 
graduating from the Tawjfiii and Baccalaureate 
classes. The graduation ceremony was attended 
by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
Princess Sasrvafe also presented certificates of 


appreciation to some of the school staff and to 
students excelling in music, social services and 
Other schools activities. Addressing the ceremony. 
Princess Sarvalb paid tribute to the leaching staff 
for (heir efforts in preparing the students for 
future life and congratulated the graduating 
students and their families. The Princess wished 
graduates a prosperous future and continued 
success. 
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Prime Minister Modar Badran Thursday chairs a meeting of the Arab Potash Company’s board in the 
presence of a group of ministers (Petra photo) 


Government pledges support for APC 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran has pledged 
full government support for fee 
Arab Potash Company (APC) 
plans to step up efforts for ex- 
ploiting minerals from the Dead 
Sea and said feat together, with 
the phosphate, Jordan ain potash 
constitutes one of the main 
j sources of revenues for the 
national economy. 

Addressing a meeting of the 
APGs board during an inspection 
I visit to fee company's headquar- 
! ters in Amman, the prime minis- 
ter expressed satisfaction with 
the company's operations and 
said that thanks to continued 
endeavours, fee company had 
been producing high quality 
mineral salts and competing with 
major world companies. He said 
the Jordanian potash finds its way 
to numerous world markets. 

The prime minister told Jordan 
Television after the meeting that 
he was briefed on the company's 
plans and programmes and the 
ongoing expansion scheme de- 
signed to boost production 
beyond the annual two million 
tonne level in the ooming few 
years. 

“The government has provided 
guarantees to the APC to acquire 
$15 million and $36 million loans, 
from the World Bank and the 
Jeddah -based Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank respectively, in order 
to help finance the company's 
expansion scheme" the prime 
minister said. 

“The government is giving full 
s u pport to die APC to embark on 
the chemical industries project, 
based on the Dead Sea salts, 
which envisages fee production of 


sodium carbonate, magnesium 
and other products," said the 
prime minister. 

Jordan's phosphate and potash 
provide basic components for the 
Jordanian fertiliser industry in 
Aqaba whose products are mar- 
keted both in the country and 
abroad, according to APC offi- 
cials. 

Present at fee meeting were 
ministers of finance, industry and 
trade, energy and mineral re- 
sources, planning, education, 
transport and telecommunica- 
tions. water and irrigation in 
addition ro fee APC board of 
directors and APC Director 
General AJi Ensour. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, fee meeting tack- 
led, prospects for increasing 
APC’s contributions towards the 
development of the local com- 
munity in southern Jordan where 
the APC plant is located. 

Matters related to marketing 
APC products and plans for fee 
exploitation of the Dead Sea salts 
were reviewed at the meeting, 
and the prime minister requested 
fee minister of transport to look 
into the prospect of providing 
facilities for fee exportation of 
100,000 tonnes of Dead Sea salts 
via Aqaba, to rise to 250,000 
annually in fee future. 

Addressing fee meeting, Mr. 
Ensour gave details about the 
company’s present financial and 
administrative situation as well as 
its future programmes which en- 
tail expansion through stages. 

"Nearly $110 million will be 
needed to carry out fee first 
phase of fee two-stage plan which 
is due to be completed by 1993. 


and another S130 million will be 
needed for fee second stage 
which will start in 1993 and finish 
in 1995.” Mr. Ensour explained. 

Mr. Ensour ’said feat the com- 
ing year would witness the com- 
mencement of the chemical in- 
dustries project which costs up to 
SHOO million. 

"Jordan assures a unique geog- 
raphical position between the 
east and the west, enabling the 
country to export its potash at 
very competitive prices and 
bringing in badly needed hand 
currency," said Mr. Ensour. Be- 
sides, he said, the new plans 
would offer more jobs to the 
unemployed Jordanians. 

Mr. Ensour complained of a 
number of drawbacks facing fee 
chemical industries project at the 
Dead Sea, like the lack of suffi- 
cient expertise and lack of funds 
to finance fee project. 

At present, the APC produces 
1.4 million tonnes of potash 
which earned the country a net 
profit of JD 39.5 million in 1990. 

Last year, the APC sold nearly 
85 per cent of its production to 
Asian countries, wife India ac- 
quiring fee biggest share, but 
other countries in fee West, like 
Italy. France and Brazil have 
been importing Jordanian potash 
as well. 

The APC which was estab- 
lished in 1956, has its plants at a 
site near the southern tip of the 
Dead Sea which pro vides the raw 
materials for production. 
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Arab-German dialogue 
tackles future cooperate 


By Serene Hal&sa and NnrSati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The first Arab- 
German dialogue since fee Ger- 
man reunification in October of 
last year was held for two days in 
Amman to discuss Arab-German 
relations in economic, political 
and cultural fields as well as 
international and bilateral rela- 
tions. 

The meeting, attended by a 
number of intellectuals and think- 
ers from Jordan. Germany. Syria 
and Egypt, also focused on new 
requirements for a German poli- 
cy in fee Middle East in light of 
the new world order. 

Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber. a pro- 
fessor of political science at Uni- 
veristy of Jordan, said on Friday, 
feat he did not believe Germany 
would play an active role in the 
new world order. The reason. Dr. 
Abu Jaber explained, is because 
the “new world order has already 
been formed." and Germany, 
like the rest of the world, would 
only serve as “a recipient na- 
tion.” 

As for Germany's anticipated 
role in any future solution to fee 
Arab-Israeli dispute. Dr. Abu 
Jaber said that their role would 
be "negli gable.” He attributed 
that to many factors, primarily 
the close American- Israeli rela- 
tionship. “The U.S. -Israeli 
alliance will not permit any se- 
rious interference (in the Arab- 
Israeli dispute) to Europeans, 
especially Germans,” he said. 
“Besides, the German are busy 
wife fee union. This process is 
estimated to cost them $100 bil- 
lion, for rehabilitating one third 
of fee country." he added. 

Another participant. Dr. 
Mohammed Dajani, a Jordanian 
researcher, expressed hope that 
similar conferences would be held 
in the future. "The European- 
Arab dialogue fell through after 
three years.” Dr. Dajani said. "I 
hope that we can come up with an 
annual Arab-German dialogue." 

At Thursday's session, partici- 
pants discussed a range of issues, 
which included the special rela- 
tion between Germany and Israel 
in what they referred to as the 
"guilt complex," fee new require- 
ments for a German policy in the 
Middle East within the 
framework of a European policy. 
And the role of fee Arab World 
in fee emerging new world order. 

In his opening speech. Mr. 
Sayed Yassin, secretary general 
of the Arab Thought Foram in 
Egypt, outlined the importance 
of fee Arab- German dialogue. 
which, he said, came at a "critical 
stage and turning point in fee 
history of fee Middle East in 
particular, and the wotid at large 
in general.” 

Mr. Yassin highlighted the im- 
portance of Germany’s role in 
shaping fee future of internation- 
al policies, especially concerning 


the Middle East. “We , Arabs, 
look with irusi and hope to more 
cooperation with Germany.” he 
said. "West Germany was in 3 is 
own right an economic giant be- 
fore unity; the unified Germany 
is on its way to becoming a 


political and cultural giant as 
well/’ 

“Germany is a prominent trade 
partner of the Arab World. It has 
an effective role in the Arab 
development and modernisation 
efforts, as a source of financing, 
know-how, technology and en- 
vironment." Mr. Yassin added. 

Dr. Udo Stein bach, head of fee 
German delegation and the direc- 
tor of the Demsches Orient Insti- 
tute in Germany, said iha; rince 
the dialogue was being held by 
Arabs and Germans, discussions 
should be confined to a general 
framework. This framework 
would urge all participants to 
take pan in discussing the new- 
world order and solutions to the 
Middle East problems. 

Although Germany is currently 
involved fn matters pertaining to 
its unification and confronting 
economic issues resulting from it. 
the country is bound to play an 
active role in fee future of the 
international community. Dr. 
Steinbach said. 

In reviewing German-Israeli 
relations and their impact on 
Arab-German ties. Dr. Steinbach 
pointed out that the German 
people seek a just settlement to 
fee Palestinian problem. 

Dr. Feirdmann Buttner, pro- 
fessor of political science at the 
Institute of Near Eastern Politics 
of the University of Berlin, said 
feat Germany's role in the Mid- 
dle East was still limited because 
of events rotating around fee 
reunification of the two Ger- 
manys and the consequences feat 
followed. Although these issues 
dominated fee political scene in 
Germany, according to Dr. Butt- 
ner. he affirmed Germany's wish 
to reach a just solution to all 
Middle Eastern problems, espe- 
cially fee Palestinian problem. 

Dr. Buttner also touched on 
the German-Israeli relation 
saying that "it is Germany's re- 
sponsibility to actively contribute 
to the security of Israel (guilt 
complex), at fee same time prom- 
oting peace in the region.” He 
explained feat this meant dif- 
ferentiating between Israel’s 
security needs and its internal 
policies regarding the treatment 
of Palestinians. 

Commenting on what was re- 
ferred to as the German guilt 
complex towards Jews, Arab par- 
ticipants presented their perspec- 
tives on that matter. 

"To what extent can any coun- 
try go in responding to external 
pressure? Can it continue on re- 
sponding to feat pressure regard- 
less of any moral consideration?" 
asked Dr. Ossama AI Ghazali 


Harb. president of AI Ahrar. 

Strategic Centre in Egypt, refer- 
ring to the Zionist pressure cr 
Germany. 

He #dded that Arabs expecirc 
from Germany concerre de- 
mands, which included pressure.:: 
Israel for a “just and final sc ■•- 
lion," differentiating betv .:: 
“aiding and giving Israel ir.r.-.* 
power to exercise oppress!?:, -r. 
fee occupied Arab territori 
and “discouraging Israeli sc - 
ment in those territories." 

Dr. Harb also said feat 
guilt complex Germans have 
ward Israel should not be rehe- 
at fee expense of Palesnnic:... 

Salameb Ahmad Salameh 
AI Abram news paper in Ecy-. 
said he believed that the 
complex no longer exists in - 
many, but is continuously fed . 
exploited by political panics r.: 
pretext to "slay out of the Mic 
East,” and "not to be forcei 
lake sides in fee Arab-Isr:-::: 
conflict." *Tts too much to 
on hanging German politics . 
wards fee Middle East on 
guilt feelings.” Mt. SalaT.-!^ 
added. 

Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber yj;.- 
poned fee arguments presen:. : 
by fee Arab participants adiv.j 
feat “we don't mind you lC ..- 
mans) supporting Israel , but \ .; : 
nave to realize that we (Arr:s, 
have fee right to breathe _. J 
exist." 

We cannot exclude the Ar,c~- 
ican factor,” Mr. Taher AI Muf. 
Jordan's foreign minister said. >. . 
explained that Germany's forelva 
policy complied with the Am. - 
icon foreign policy because of 
latter’s influence in West Ger- 
many fc owing World War 11. 

Mr. toasri said that time v.c; 
running out as far as resolving 
Arab-Israeli conflict was ec.i- 
cemed because of Israel's c:r ; - 
tinuous settlement policy in 
occupied territories. He 
feat he felt the occupied terri::-- 
ies wouid be lost within fee cc~- 
ing two years if nothing is dec. s 
immediately to prevent any firm- 
er Israeli settlement. 

Another topic discussed The. \> 
day was the cultural and c;~- 
munication ties between 
Arabs and Germany. In a pac:: 
entitled “Cultural Commun: - 
tion and Cooperation Berv^en 
Germany and fee Arabs," "-r. 
Ali Mahafeah, president of Y. - 
moufc University, reviewd fee re- 
lations between the two side?. 

Dr. Mabafzab said the:-: 
"strengthening Arab-German 
cultural cooperation certainly re- 
quires expansion <~f dialogue :o 
make it embrace i arious aspects 
of life and segments of sociely. 
For cultural dialogue will even- 
tually convince both nations tbn: 
their future lies in collaborator, 
and not in conflict if they want :: 
achieve progress, peace z.-.i 
prosperity." 


Iraqis, Kurds are determined to 
safeguard national unity — Arabiyat 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat and fee 
parliamentary delegation accom- 
panying him Thursday returned 
from Iraq at the end of a four-day 
visit in response to an invitation 
extended to them by fee Iraqi 
National Assembly's Speaker 
Sa’di Mabdi Saleh. 

In an arrival statement. Dr. 
Arabiyat said the visit was aimed 
at getting first-hand information 
on the situation in Iraq and en- 
hancing joint cooperation be- 
tween the two sister Arab coun- 
tries. 

The delegation met with Iraqi 


President Saddam Hussein and 
conveyed to him the greetings of 
His Majesty King Hussein and of 
the Jordanian people. 

He said that discussions wife 
the Iraqi Prime Minister Sa’doun 
Haramadi and wife Mr. Saleh 
centred around fee economic 
sanctions imposed on Iraq and 
means of lifting such sanctions as 


well as the attempts to divide Irr r 
and to undermine its sovereignty. 


Dr. Arabiyat said feat during 
his visit he had noticed that Kurd= 
as well as all Iraqis were resolve u 
to safeguard the Iraqi naticnc.' 
unity and the national security c? 
their country, and would r.ci 
embark on any action designed tc 
divide the country. 
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Job Opportunity 


Italians arrive 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of 
fee Foreign Affairs Committee at 
fee Italian Senate Thursday ar- 
rived in Amman at the head of an 
Italian parliamentary delegation 
on a few day visit for talks with 
Jordanian officials on interna- 


tional and regional develop- 
ments. The delegation’s visit is 
part of a tour in the region aimed 
at finding the Jordanian and Arab 
points of view towards the efforts 
currently being made to establish 
peace in fee region. 


Due to it's continuous growth in international 
business, a leading Jordanian Company in the 
field of International Trade. Consultancy and 
Transportation is seeking young and ambitious, 
self motivated people to join their team filling the 
following positions: 


Between our highly qualified 
engineers and software experts. 
; we can solve all your computer 
problems 


Jordanian-Russian 
company established 


Human Resource Manager 


Assistant Financial Manager 


Assistant Marketing Manager 


■L- V fto' vr.e 


AMMAN |(J.T.)— Director of the 
Russian Foodstroy Company 
Poiad Polad Zadah and hk 
Deputy Vladimir Traqikon 
Thursday arrived here on a 
visit to Jordan at fee invitation 
of Munir Sukhtian Company. 
The visit is aimed at enhancing 
existing bilateral relations be- 
tween Jordan and fee Soviet 
Union in the fields of water 
and Irrigation, land reefama-, 
tion and construction projects. 
Munir Sukhtian and the Rus- 
sian company will set up a 
joint venture company, based 
in Amman. The company 
aims, among other things, at 


Assistant for Legal Department Manager 


creating job opportunities for 
Jordanians. 


\ ■ ojy- 


Executive Secretary 


Foodstroy Company is one 
of the leading specialised com- 
panies in fee Soviet Union. It 
carried out specialised projects 
in the areas of water and irriga- 
tion, and reclamation, dam- 
building and other construc- 
tion projects. It was known 
previously as the Ministry of 
Inigation and Land Reclama- 
tion. The company, which em- 
ploys more than 600,000 peo- 
ple, has carried out important 
projects in different parts of 
fee world. 


Computer Hardware Engineer 


System Analyst and Programmer. 


All Applicants should ftdd o University Degree. should have excellent 
command In the English Language, should have good communication 
SkiBs, past experience is essentiaL 




Only full time positions are avoiiaDle . it you ttunic you quoBy tor any 
of r he aMvf pos/nars. send you resume, photograph and supporting 
documents lo 

General Manager 
P.O.Box 925326 
Amman, Jordan. 




ah Apobcatorc will be dealt wun confidentiality. 
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Stop car 
pollution! 


THERE 15 nothing more distasteful to the eyes of Jorda- 
nians than to see so many vehicles spewing smog and dirty 
tomes especially in the summer season. This country is 
blessed with beantitol weather and a generally clean 
atmosphere devoid of the pollutants that afflict so many 
Industrial and developing countries. With the helping hand 
of nature, Jordanians have been environment-addicts ever 
since the subject of ecology and related issues started to 
figure high on the international agenda. His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan had 
spearheaded this global interest and concern and the people 
of Jordan picked up where their leaders had left off. 

So why then are the eyes of the concerned officials dosed 
to the ghastly sight of automobiles polluting the otherwise 
dean and healthy air of the country? Why do the licensing 
authorities get carried away with their demands for bade 
car fittings and ignore exhaust emissions that poison the 
atmosphere? Better than insisting on washed op cars and 
dean motors, the licensing authorities should better check 
the mechanical functioning of the car engines in a bid to 
make sure that polluting cars are kept off the streets and 
highways of the country. 

Meanwhile traffic policemen are called upon to pass on 
traffic violation tickets to every polluting vehicle. If there is 
no legislation already on such a subject, it is high time that 
concerned officials catch on with the message of their 
leaders and legislate afresh mi this alarming situation. The 
people of Jordan can also pitch in to root out this continuing 
menace to their health by reporting any automobile that 
pollutes the air. This could be done by taking down the 
licence plate numbers of such cars and pass them on to 
concerned police department. Once the numbers of the 
culprits are dotted down mi the police computer, traffic 
policemen can stop them at the earliest opportunity and 
subject them to on the spot inspection. Surely there are 
other ways to deal with this ominous phenomenon bnt the 
main thing is to begin to do something about it immediately. 

It is unfortunate that when the country commemorated 
Traffic Day last month, no one bothered to raise this aspect 
of traffic problems. It took the early days and nights of the 
summer to awaken many of us to the continuing damage 
being done to the dean air of our cities and towns by the 
exhausts of automobiles. Being a touristic country with an 
ambitious plan to develop further Ibis sector, there is 
obviously a pressin g need to stem this problem and nip it in 
the bod. One of the principal features of the c ouuti y is its 
cleanliness. This image cannot be maintained without 
keeping the air of Jordan dean and healthy for us and our 
visitors. 


AL RAT Arabic daily once again tackled the question of solidarity 
among Arab countries and said it was essential in view of die 
growing dangers looming in the offing. So far, there are no signs 
that the peace process will be moving ahead, and no sign that the 
Middle East issues will be resolved; and therefore the Arab 
countries can not ignore the need for solidarity and collective 
stand to foO Israel's ambitious designs, the paper said. It is no 
longer a secret now that Israeli leaders keep the world busy with 
different issues and they keep bragging about their desire to have 
< peace, but in reality they are preparing to impose capitulation on 
| the Arabs, it said. Any delay in confronting this danger and in 
\ ending inter-Arab differences to meet the Israeli challenge will 
\ not augur well for the Arabs, the paper added, ft said that the 
Arab countries are now confronting perhaps the most serious and 
crucial moment in their history; and they have to realise that they 
ought to strengthen their positions and actions if they want to 
have the international legitimacy implemented and their lands 
and rights restored. The paper said that it is incumbent on Arab 
leaders to make a move now, so chat they would not fimf 
themselves lacing the prospect of succumbing to the will of then- 
common enemy. 


Sawt Al Shaab described Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhaq Shamir's 
call for the creation of what he called “greater Israel" as another 
evidence of the Jewish state's obdurate stand vis-a-vis die 
U.S. -sponsored peace initiative. The statement noted the .daily, 
stepped up Israeli military attacks and air raids on Pales tinian and 
Lebanese positions in southern Lebanon, providing another proof 
that the Israelis have no intention of complying with the wish of 
the international community or their closest ally with regard to 
die establishment of peace in the Middle East. The paper said that 
the more leniency and flexibility the Arabs in general and the 
Palestinians in particular show with regard to a settlement, the 
further the Israelis go to prove their intransigence and the more 
pressure they exert cm the Americans to get economic and 
military assistance. The Israelis are doing all in their power, 
through the continued aggression cm Lebanon and repressive 
actions against the Palestinians, in order to divert the world public 
attention from the real problems of dm region, and to abort the 
American-sponsored initiative, said the paper. The paper said 
that the United States is not placing pressure on Israel to force it 
to respond favourably to the international peace efforts. Unless 
such pressure is exerted, and unless the Israelis are forced to 
comply with the International legitimacy requirements, it said, all 
U.S. efforts will be in vain. 


The Gulf crisis: lessons and Arab alternatives 


THOUGH the lessons contemporary and future scholars may 
conclude from the Gulf war may run in the hundreds. 1 shall 
concentrate on only a few immediate ones that touch on our lives 
in the region. 

It is obvious now that the so-called “liberation” of Kuwait was 
probably the last item on the mind of the Western leaders that 
participated in Operation Desert Shield against Iraq. To reiterate 
once again. Iraq should not have occupied Kuwait and once it did. 
it should have withdrawn immediately allowing for the outstand- 
ing issues between the two states to be resolved by other means. 
Yet one may pose the following question: Was the destruction of 
Iraq, its reduction to primitivism and by implication the stripping 
of the last vestige, even pretense of Arab power, equal to the 
deed of Iraq? And for whose benefit were Iraq and the Arabs 
reduced? 

Surely, no one then or now cared about the issue of democracy 
in Kuwait. In fact the very word is taboo in the entire Gulf region 
as well as in Saudi Arabia causing severe jitters among the ruling 
families. And now that the masks have been removed, the region, 
indeed the entire Arab World, is left totally naked and defence- 
less, not only before Israel and other regional powers, but before 
any power whose fancy may be struck to penetrate the region any 
time it wishes. 

The loss of any power cover is only matched by the loss of 
dignity and the feeling of guilt and shame by certain Arab states 
who participated in Operation Desert Shield. And now to make 
matters worse the Arab forces that participated in the operation 
are leaving, or being asked to leave under dubious and suspicious 
circumstances. 

Since the dawn of history, life has not been easy in our Middle 


Eastern region coveted by conqnereis and adventurers. What 
makes its life more complicated is that its indigenous peoples, the 
Arabs. Turks and Iranians are not only suspicious of each other 
but divided amongst themselves as well. In May of 1990 I 
published an article in Sawt Al Sbaab newspaper in Amman 
predicting that the historical moment in the region was ripe for a 
major event: that the Arab World would be struck a tremendous 
blow that would leave it powerless for sometime to come and that 
the net beneficiaries in addition to Israel would be the United 
States and Iran. 

The blow has been struck and once again we are trying to 
collect the pieces and put “humpty-dumpty” together again. This 
brings us to the second lesson emanating from die catastrophe, 
which is that we of the region, Arabs, Turks, Iranians and now the 
Israelis have learned nothing. In the Arab case the situation is 
even worse: the house is so divided amongst itself, that one 
wonders if it exists at all. Our tattered tent would probably be 
more of an accurate description than a bouse especially since we 
seem to have regressed to the Jahiiiyyab period (the pre-Islamic 
age of ignorance), with some tribes aliening themselves with 
foreign powers against their brothers. And sadly, all that is done 
under the cover of certain Arab regimes claiming Islamic or 
nationalistic legitimacy. 

Where do we go from here? Again it needs to be emphasised 
that the regimes of the area seem to have learned little or nothing. 
They all converged on Cairo to elect Mr. Esmat Abdul Megoid, 
who now ironically as secretary-general of the Arab League 
declares that the Arab World will not give up one inch of the 
occupied territories to Israel! Brave words that should have been 
spoken earlier. And sadly, there are people amongst us who were 
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The week in print 


ALGIERS (R) — In nearly 12 
years in power President Chadli 
Benjedid, who declared a state of 
siege throughout Algeria on 
Wednesday, has proved himself a 
careful reformist not afraid to 
support his ideas with force. 

He set the one-party state on 
the road to multi-party democra- 
cy three years ago. Thirty-nine 
parties subsequently registered to 
compete in June 27 parliamentary 
elections. 

Their ideologies extended from 
Communist to radical Islamic 
fundamentalist whose challenge 
on the streets brought his order 
for the army to move into the 
city: Chadli suspended the elec- 
tions and sacked the government. 

For years a socialist stronghold 
with a monolithic political system 
that brooked no dissent, the 
country was steered towards an 
open society under his pragmatic 
leadership. 

In contrast to the dour and 
austere Houari Boumedienne 
who ruled from 1965 to 1978, 
Chadli rejected dogmatic social- 
ism as an answer to the serious 
economic problems assailing the 
country after oil prices crashed. 

Chadli, an outsider chosen by 
the army to succeed Boumedien- 
ne, proved himself a skilful politi- 
cian quickly overcoming rivals to 
assert his leadership. 

Chadli, an army colonel until 
he became president, began 
cautiously. He toned down 
Algeria's radical stance on the 
world scene, introduced gradual 
economic reforms, and initiated 
an efficiency and anti-corruption 
drive in the administration. 

He increased the pace of 
change after riots erupted in 
October 1988 in protest against 
soaring prices, food shortages, 
unemployment and lack of 
freedom. 

Martial law was declared. 
Troops put down the riots in 
which officials said at least 159 


people died. But at the same 
time, Chadli ousted hardliners 
like Mohammad Cherif Mes- 
saadia, the ruling FLN's number 
two, who opposed his liberal poli- 
cies. 

The riots were directed against 
the system, not Chadli. He seized 
the opportunity to make changes 
which would have been unthink- 
able two years earlier. 

The only candidate, he was 
re-elected for a third term with 81 
per cent of the vote in December 
1988 and changed the power 
structure, making government 
answerable to the national assem- 
bly instead of the FLN. 

A new constitution, approved 
by 73 per cent in a referendum 
among the country's 25 million 
people in February 1989. drop- 
ped toe hitherto sacrosanct word 
“socialism:” For toe first time ir 
allowed the other parties and 
enshrined toe right to strike. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), which emerged as the main 
opposition party during local 
elections last year, took advan- 
tage in may of the right to strike. 
It called an indefinite general 
strike to demand changes in elec- 
tion laws it said favoured the 
ruling FLN. in power since inde- 
pendence in 1962. 

In foreign affairs, an even- 
handed Chadli maintained close 
ties with the socialist bloc and, in 
19S3, was the first Algerian presi- 
dent to visit France. He also 
developed a warmer relationship 
with the United Stares. 

Washington expressed grati- 
tude to Chadli for Algeria’s 
mediating role when American 
hostages were freed in Algiers in 
January 1981 after being held for 
444 days at the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran which Iran called a “nest 
of spies.” 

Chadli worked as peace broker 
in the war between Iran and Iraq, 
resumed ties with Egypt, and was 
a prime mover in setting up the 


Arab Maghreb Union linking 
Algeria with Libya, Morocco, 
Mauritania and Tunisia in Febru- 
ary 1989. 

He involved Algeria in a tripar- 
tite committee which laid the 
groundwork to the Taif agree- 
ment by Lebanon's parliament 
and progress in ending that coun- 
try's 16-year-old civil war. 

During the Gulf war the Alge- 
rian government showed cautious 
sympathy for Iraq but avoided 
any open breach with the West 
and Kuwait's Arab allies. 

After reconciliation with Moroc- 
co in 1988 following a 12-year- 
long dispute over toe Western 
Sahara. Algeria wound down 
support for Polisario guerrillas 
fighting toe Moroccan army for 
independence in toe Western 
Sahara. The issue was put in toe 
hands of the United Nations for 
settlement. 

Chadli’s efforts at home con- 
centrated on ending corruption, 
improving economic efficiency 
and giving private enterprise a 
larger role. 

Chadli was born on April 14, 
1929 at Boueldja in toe east to a 
farming family rooted in tradi- 
tional Islamic values. He joined 
anti-French guerrillas a few 
months after the seven-year-old 
liberation war began in Novem- 
ber 1954. 

From private he rose to be- 
come battalion commander in 
1960, and then joined the general 
staff headed by Boumedienne in 
Ghardimaou, Tunisia. 

After independence, he was 
put in charge of the Constantine 
military region and moved to 
Oran in 1964, taking part in the 
coop against Algeria's first Presi- 
dent Ahmad Ben Bella in 1965. 

Little is known about his pri- 
vate life. He made several pil- 
grimages to Mecca. He is married 
with five children, enjoys playing 
cards and smoking an occasional 
Cuban Cigar. 


Italy’s political parties 
face triple challenge 



By Stephen Addison 
Reuter 

ROME — Italy’s squabbling poli- 
tical parties, widely regarded as 
an anachronism in a uniting 
Europe, face three major chal- 
lenges to their authority this 
month. 

A referendum, an election and 
a provocative attempt to deepen 
Italy's north-south divide will all 
underline grouting public excas- 
pe ration with the political status 
quo, commentators say. 

The mood was expressed this 
week by Ettore Gallo, president 
of toe constitutional court. “We 
don't need to change the constitu- 
tion or the republic,” he said. 
“We need to change the men in 
charge.” 

Italian governments fell so often 
because no one party is strong 
enough to govern on its own, 
leading to an endless series of 
short-lived and fractious coali- 
tions. 

The present government, led 
by Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti, took power only two 
months ago but is already split 
over how to control public fi- 
nances and deal with organised 
crime. 

It cannot last longer than the 
spring of 1992 — the deadline for 
the next elections — and many 
expect it to collapse later this 
year. 

The first of the three challenges 
comes on June 9 and 10 when 


Italians vote on a proposal de- 
signed to simplify toe country's 
complex electoral system. 

They will be asked if they want 
to cut the number of candidates 
they can choose in an election 
from four to one. 

The proposal's author, law pro- 
fessor Mario Segni, is a Sardinian 
member of parliament from the 
ranks of the dominant Christian 
Democrats (CD). The CD have 
been in power since World War 

n. 

The son of a former Italian 
president, Segni believes the ex- 
isting system is a recipe for elec- 
toral fraud, encouraging candi- 
dates to bay and sell second, third 
and fourth choice votes to their 
rivals. 

“Thanks to our electoral sys- 
tem, a few parties have snatched 
power from the people," he told 
Reuters last month. “No other 
big European country has Italy’s 
inefficiency and our inability to 
solve problems.” 

The CD themselves are divided 
on toe merits of a referendum but 
their main coalition allies, toe 
Socialists, have branded it uncon- 
stitutional and a waste of money. 

A poll in La Giomale newspap- 
er on June 1 said 65 per rent of 
Italians would turn out to vote 
and 60 per rent of them would 
back the reform. 

The second challenge, regional 
elections in Sicily on June 16, also 
revolves around a CD member 
disaffected with toe current poli- 
tical situation. 

Leoluca Orlando, a former 


mayor of Palermo who made his 
name as a dogged opponent of 
the Mafia in its own stronghold, 
plans to stand as the bead of his 
own rete or network against the 
big parties. 

Analysts say his local popular- 
ity and support from the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy in the south — 
the traditional stronghold of toe 
CD — could win him votes both 
from his old party and from for- 
mer Communists disillusioned 
with their party’s change of name 
and direction last year. The Com- 
munists voted to transform them-, 
selves into a mass social democra- 
tic party relied toe Democratic 
Party of the Left. 

Both Segni and Orlando are 
avowed critics of the Italian party 
system which they believe spawns 
corruption. Orlando says the only 
entry qualification to his party is 
honesty. 

The third challenge is a piece of 
showmanship from the most 
dangerous threat of ah to the 
established order. 

Senator Umberto Boss's Lom- 
bard League, a fast-rising North- 
ern separatist movement, plans to 
declare a “republic of the north." 

Bossi is vague about details 
bnt has talked about setting up a 
form of shadow government to 
examine bow laws passed from 
Rome would affect toe north. 

The scheme, to be presented 
with a rather more serious initia- 
tive to stem immigration, is ex- 
pected to be unveiled at the 
league’s national meeting on June 
16. 


The local daily papers discus- 
sed Israel's new threats to 
Syria and Lebanon, the con- 
tinued western embargo im- 
posed on Iraq, economic and 
political issues in Jordan as 
well as toe Middle East ques- 
tion among other issues of con- 
cern to Jordan and the Arab 
World. 

A strong criticism appearing 
in Al Dustour was levelled by 
columnist Mohammad Tum- 
maJe at the Ministry of educa- 
tion for accusing journalists of 
being in toe pay of foreign 
cirri es. The writer said that toe 
minister had made toe accusa- 
tion amply because Jordanian 
writers and journalists bad 
been criticising certain minis- 
ters for their behaviour, and 
that of toe Muslim Brother- 
hood. The writer accused the 
minister of exercising ideolo- 
gical terrorism on toe people in 
general and on journalists in 
particular. 

Dwelling on toe same topic 
Mohammad Daoudieh said in 
his column in Al Dustour that 
government ministers and offi- 
cials who keep accusing jour- 
nalists of being serving enemy 
circles and in the pay of fore- 
igners have to come up with 
conclusive evidence and docu- 
ments to back their claims and 
to refer the case to the proper 
authorities. It is rather danger- 
ous to bear such accusations 
levelled at journalists coming 
from the mouths of parliament 
members also who were 
elected to keep control over 
the government's actions and 
pat things right and fight cor- 
ruption. 

A third columnist accused 
parliament members of favour- 
ing certain sectors of the public 
and advocating their reuse in 
government departments. Sul- 
tan Al Hattab writing in Al 
Ra’i daily said that certain de- 
puties try to interfere with the 
normal procedures of the ex- 
ecutive authority only to sup- 
port sectors for their own self- 
ish purposes at toe expense of 
the interests of toe other sec- 
tors. Hattab also accused offi- 
cials hi a number of public 
offices as currying favour to 
the deputies, with some of 
them paying bills to* settle 
debts due on these deputies, 
in the course of trying 
to appease them or win their 
favour and to buy their silence 
about their abuse of public 
authorities. 

Tareq Masarweb welcomed 
an announcement by the minis- 
ter of information that Radio 
Jordan, Jordan Television and 
other official information ser- 
vices would be following the 
example of the press in cover- 
ing events and in publishing 
freely matters related to 
domestic issues. Writing in Al 
Ra'i the columnist said that the 
minister's call on die informa- 
tion services to adopt the same 
approach followed by the 
press, was now going through a 
test, and the Jordanian public 
would be waiting to see 
whether Jordan Television, for 
example, would bold open 
seminars where people can 
have their say openly and free- 
ly- 

The writer’s views are 
echoed by Taher AJ Udwan. 
Writing in Sawt Al Shaab the 
columnist said that although 
one can only welcome toe de- ■ 
velopment, yet Jordan televi- 
sion sometimes tends to favour 
certain groups presenting them 
with their favourites at the 
expense of others though there 
has been improvements only in 
the news bulletins much to the 
favour of the viewers. 

He said that the information, 
services would by no means 



achieve success m this regard, 
unless they become open to 
public criticism and tend to 
serve toe largest sector of the 
Jordanian public. 

The same topic was tackled 
by Fahd Al Fanek. Writing in 
AJ Ra'i toe columnist said that 
though the minis ter of in- 
formation has been calling for 
openness, be is toe one behind 
the format of most of toe news 
0 »cHing hot issues. This means 
that any statement issued by 
die official information ser- 
vices must be rubber-stamped 
by the minister or his aides, 
said toe writer. 

Tackling questions related to 
information and Jordan Televi- 
sion in particular, Jamal Al 
Jadid, said that instead of deal- 
ing with questions related to 
poverty and hunger in Jordan 
as among other issues of con- 
cern to the public, Jordan 
Television continues to busy 
itself with unimportant topics. 
Writing in Al Dustour, the 
columnist said that a program- 
me called Mosaics presented 
through channel one is for ex- 
ample unsuitable, at a time 
when the Kingdom has far 
more important issues to be 
explored by toe concerned offi- 
cials and members of toe pub- 
lic. Tbe closure o f 21 factories 
in the Zarqa region by the 
health minister was discussed 
by a columnist in Al Dustour. 
Mohammad Daoudieh said 
that toe closure was of course a 
means to prevent further viola- 
tions by the factories, but be 
noted that die concerned au- 
thorities should follow up the 
matter with those factories 
with regard to toe installation 
of water treatment equipment 
and to have the factories oper- 
ating again because the coun- 
try cannot be left to sustain 
farther economic damages. 

Several columnists in the 
three Arabic dailies discussed 
cxirrentlsraefi escalation of ten- 
sion along the Lebanese bonder 
and warned of Israeli’s acts of 
aggression on tbe Arab coun- 
tries in toe region to divert 
world public attention from die 
chronic problem of occupa- 
tion. 

Mahmoud Rimawi said that 
Syria is targeted by these raids 
and be expressed belief that 
Israel’s move comes at a time 
to coincide with Washington’s 
drive to disarm toe region. 
Rimawi, who writes in Al Ra’i 
daily, said that Syria continues 
to build op a modern arsenal of 
weapons to defend itself from 
Israeli attacks and it is only 
natural for Israel and toe Un- 
ited States to try to stunt such 
process. 

Salameb Ekonr said in Sawt 
Al Shaab that Israel was pre- 
paring for a large-scale military 
adventure into Lebanon and 
Syria. As President Bush is 
advocating his idea of dis- 
arming toe Middle East, Israel 
is being allowed to launch 
aggression on Lebanon and 
Syria with the sole purpose of 
forcing Syria to give up its 
rockets and other weapons 
considered by Washington as 


dangerous to Israel’s well- 
being. 

Syria’s reconciliation with 

the Palestinians in the past 
week was considered by a 
number of columnits as a step 
in toe right direction and 
aimed at fofimg Israel’s plots zu 
toe Arab region. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh said toe 
recondfiatioo was cause for 
o p t imis m as it paved the way 
for solidarity among countries 
confronting the common 
enemy. . His views were backed 
by SajejiiQallab who said that 
in the wake of the Golf war 
Iraq, Turkey and Israel have 
emerged as strong powers with 
ambitious designs in tbe re- 
gion. QaUab said that recon- 
ciliation and solidarity among 
tbe confrontation states, can 
bring new hope to toe Arab 
World. 

America’s continued embar- 
go an Iraq and the impossible 
conditions on the Iraqi people 
for the removal of sanctions on 
them were discussed by KhaKl 
. Khouri and other columnists in 
toe past week. 

Khouri said that the embar- 
go on Iraq is being im- 
plemented with toe help of 
Arab countries in the Gulf for 
Ihe purpose of toppling Sad- 
dam Hussein on the one hand, 
and to destroy Iraq’s economy 
on the other. The embargo on 
Iraq, said Bader Abdul Haq in 
Al Ra’i daily continues to dep- 
rive the innocent people of 
Iraq of bread, milk and other 
essentials as well as equipment 
to rebuild tbe Iraqi economy. 
Tbe columnist said that toe 
United Stales maintains the , 
embargo to cause further 
weaknesses in the Arab World 
and to impose its will on the 
Iraqi people. 

Tareq Masarweb went a step 
further than demanding the 
embargo be lifted. Writing in 
Al Ra’i, Masarweb demanded 
that those countries which 
launched aggression on Iraq 
should themselves pay com- 
pensation to the Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti people. Cutting 30 per 
cent of Iraq’s o0 revenues to 
pay war reparation as tbe U.N. 
secretary general had deman- 
ded, or 50 per cent as Washing- 
ton and London want, is some- 
thing reflecting a new colonial 
rule emerging in the wake of 
the Gulf war and imposed on 
that Arab country as part of > 
toe military hegemony,- said 
the columnist. 

Fabd Al Fanek tackled 
Bush's call for Disarming the 
Middle East and said that by 
imposing a ban on weapons, 

toe Arab countries will be dep- 1 

rived of die means of defend- 
ing themselves at a time when 
the Israeli enemy is allowed to 
build up a formidable arsenal 
o f all types of weapons of 
destruction. Mahmoud Rima- 
wi said in his column that 
Bush’s plan to stop shipments 
of weapons from reaching toe 
Arab world coincided with an 
announcement to Washington 
that Israel will receive further 
American military hardware 
and figjrter planes.. 








Gulf war is not over for U.S. militar y resisters 


National Charter: A common ground with no ceiling 


i IN a ra m shackl e courtroom at 
Camp Lejeune, N.C., court-mar- 
tial proceedings against Marines 
who resisted die Gulf wax have 
begun amid resisters’ charges that 
they have been harassed and tor- 
tured. 

According to counselors for 
mifitary resisters, the Marines are 
dealing harshly with members 
who applied for conscientious ob- 
jector status but relatively lightly 
with offenses by non-COs. And 
despite a ruling last month easing 
ti the resisters' confinement condi- 
tions and recognising a pattern of 
official harassment, verbal and 
physical attacks reportedly con- 
tinue. 

Tens of thousands of U.S. 
military personnel went absent 
without leave between Aug. 2. 
1990 and March of this year, 
counselors say. If charged at all, 
few of these service members are 
accused of offenses of heavier 
than “unauthorised absence. ” On 
the other hand, many of the 
approximately 2,500 service 
members who filed for conscien- 
tious objector status are being 
held on much more serious deser- 
tion charges and could be given 
long prison terms for various ac- 
tions related to resisting the war. 
Most of the CO applicants are 
African-Americans, Latinos and 
Asian- Americans. 

“This is clearly a political deci- 
sion on the part of military,” says 
Melissa Ennen of the New York 
.. , City- based group Hands Off?. 
The group was formed last year 
by students at the New School for 
Soda! Research to defend Pfc. 
Sam Lwin, a classmate and con- 
scientious objector. 

Lwin is the first resister to 
come to trial at Lejenne. His 
Bronx-based Maxine reserve unit, 
the Fox Company, was activated 
last November after he bad filed 
for CO status. Lwin, along with 
seven other COs from his unit, 
refused the calf-up. If found guil- 
ty, Lwin faces a maximum sent- 
t eoce of seven years in jail, a 
y> dishonorable discharge and loss 
of all benefits including health 
care and pension. 

(At press time May 22 Lwin’s 
court-martial, which began May 
20, appeared to be going well for 
die defence. According to Hands 
Off! sources the judge dismissed 
the desertion charge, stating that 
since Lwin reported to duty Dec. 

5 and his unit was activated Dec. 
22 he could not be considered a 
deserter. This reduces die max- 
imum sentence he faces to two' 
F years). 

Meanwhile, Kevin Sparrock of 
Jersey City, N-J., a student at 
New York City's School of Visual 
Arts, and Erit Larsen of Cbabot 
Community College in Califor- 
nia, both accused of desertion 
during time of war, could be 
sentenced to death, according to 
briefs filed tty lawyers for the 
government 

Ennen reports that even as 
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they await court-martial, the COs 
at Lejeune are being treated dif- 
ferently from other Marines who 
refused to fight. “Even before 
their court-martials," Ennen 
says, "two of them — Danny 
Gillis and Jimmy Summers — had 
been held in solitary conf ineme nt 
cells measuring six by dght feet. 
They have ail been intentionally 
ordered to extra night-time duty, 
which means they can sleep no 
longer than three hours in a 
row.” 

Gillis, a black man from Balti- 
more, is due to be court-mar- 
tialed on charges stemming from 
a racial attack on him late last 
year, the charges could land him 
in jail for seven years. 

Racism in the ranks 

Gillis became a Muslim after 
he had enlisted in the military; be 
filed for conscientious objector 
status in November 1990. On 
December 17, 1990, Gillis’ unit 
was ordered to Saudi Arabia, and 
he refused to go. 

According to members of 
Hands Off!, as the rest of the unit 
boarded the bus, Gillis sat down 
on the concre t e and refused to get 
on. Staff Sgt. Schfilumeit, who is 
white, ordered him onto the bus. 
He again refused. Unable to get 
Gillis onto the bus, the sergeant 
called four white Marines to tie 
Gillis’ hands behind his back and 
beat him up. 

4 Meanwhile, two Blade Marines 
passing by saw four whites pun- 
ching and lrirtcmg a tied-up b lack 
man and immediately came to 
Gillis’ defence. Officers as well as 
enlisted men standing by entered 
the fray on both sides according 
to their race. The fight continued 
until a colonel came tty and 
ordered everyone to “dean it 
up.” At this point, Schillumeit 
called for a van with wider doors, 
and Gillis was thrown into it. A 
minute later, however, he man- 
aged to jump out, run about ten 
feet, and collapsed, screaming: 
“You’re prejudiced. I’m going to 
to get all of you ... on grie- 
vances.” 

Gillis was arrested and thrown 
in the brig for 41 days. Ld addition 
to “missing movement,” Gillis is 
charged with “disrespect to a 
superior officer” for saying, 
“You’re prejudiced;” “willfully 
disobeying a lawful command,” 
"disorderly conduct;” and wrong- 
fully communicating a threat,” 
for saying “I wfli get all of you.” 

In Missouri, an army doctor 
wbo refused to be shipped to the 
Gulf won an unusual court vic- 
tory in April. 

CapL Yolanda Huet-Vaughn, 
a Mexican- American, is being 
held at Fort Wood. She suc- 
ceeded in having her hearing 


officer (the equivalent of a judge 
in military courts) removed from 
her case when she charged him 
with political bias. As a result, 
the army was forced to bring in a 
new bearing officer from Fort 
Knox, which, according to 
Citizen Soldier suffer Tod En- 
sign. “is at least outside of the 
Fort Wood chain of command.” 
Cmdal to Huel-Va ughn’s suc- 
cess, Ensign believes, is the sup- 
port she's received from Kansas 
Gty anti-war activists. Fifty to 60 
supporters have packed all of her 
beaxings. exposing the prosecu- 
tion’s manoeuvers to scrutiny. 

Numerous local and national 
groups, including Hands Off!, the 
War Resisters League, the Gen- 
eral Committee for Conscientious 
Objectors and Citizen Soldier, 
have worked hard to support 
resisters. But some activists say 
they are dissatisfied at the lack of 
action by the major anti-war 
umbrella groupings. 

The Lejeune resisters' deposi- 
tions for their court-martial de- 
fences are filled with reports of 
abuses that began once they ap- 
plied for CO status. One of the 
sergeants “enjoyed ordering 
them to tine up and chant ‘I am 
shit’ over and over,” said one. In 
the brig, they are not allowed to 
read political literature. Author- 
ities monitor diaries and artwork, 
and censor outgoing and incom- 
ing mail. Resister Demetrio 
Perez reports that military offic- 
ers have tried to force them to 
sign documents against their will 
and without approval of their 
attorneys. 

James Summers recounts, 
“When I arrived at the brig, the 
guards immediately started mak- 
ing fun of me and my CO status. 
They put me in leg irons, hand- 
cuffs and chains around my wais- 
t.and locked me in my cell for five 
days. I was taken out once a day 
for five minutes to take a show- 
er.” Enrique Gonzalez tells of 
being denied transportation, un- 
like other soldiers, and of being 
forced to walk up to 12 miles a 
day back and forth to work. 

Several human rights gronps, 
including Amnesty International, 
are now looking into resisters' 
charges of torture. In addition, 33 
Catholic bishops from 23 states 
have called on President Bush to 
“stop the military's prosecution 
of conscientious objectors” and 
to grant them amnesty, along 
with honorable discharges. Many 
French Green Party members of 
die European Parliament have 
also expressed indignation at the 
treatment of the resisters in let- 
ters to the U.S. military. 

Marine corps loses one 
In response to mistreatment 


RESTAURANT 





First Class Fast Food 

1) Hamburger ☆ Chips ☆ Hot Dog ☆ Fried Chicken. 

2) Indian Chicken Tikka ☆ Buri it Chicken 
Sandwteh it Tikka Sandwish 

3) Eastern Food it Kabab ☆ Shugaf it Shish Taook 
With American special recipe 

Irbid — Edoon Str. tel 277901 
Air-conditioned had 


and harassment, a group of resis- 
tors at Lejeune took the Marines 
to court last month, winning an 
imporant pretrial motion against 
the Corps. The judge ruled that 
their confinement to barracks was 
illegal, that they were permitted 
to leave the base, and most im- 
portantly, recognised that Lhe 
harassment they underwent was 
not made up of isolated incidents, 
but was systematic and illegal, 
opening the way for class action 
suits against the military. Harass- 
ment continues, however, sup- 
porters says. 

Many of the resisters wrote 
movingly in their CO applications 
about the development of theii 
anti-war beliefs while in the 
militaiy. 

Marcus Blackwell, of Brook- 
lyn, N.Y., and a student at the 
Borough of Manhattan Commun- 
ity College, staled "When 1 
joined the military, fighting a war 
was the farthest thing from my 
mind." He continued. "My think- 
ing was muddled. I looked at 
joining the military as a job.” 

It’s do! just a job, it’s murder 

“But when 1 was sent to the 
School of Infantry in Camp Le- 
jeune. my eyes were really 
opened ... Learning how to in- 
vade enemy grounds and throw- 
ing hand grenades made me won- 
der, ‘Is this really me that is doing 
this?' So now I was able to shoot 
and kill a person from 500 yards, 
destroy whole families and vil- 
lages and kill people through the 
air. ... The job I was doing may 
have been good for the Marine 
Corps, but it was not for the good 
of man.” 

Sgt. David Bobbitt also be- 
lieves that experiences in the 
Marine Corps itself prompted 
him to examine his beliefs on 
war. During infantry training, he 
writes, “I saw a man fall from a 
helicopter to his death. It was 
very hard for me to accept that he , 
had died, and even harder still to I 
comprehend the casual attitude 
towards his tragic death by the 
other Marines.” 

On April 17, Blackwell was 
sentenced to 17 months and Bob- 
bit to 14 months in a military 
prison, and both received dishon- 
orable discharges after pleading 
guilty in exchange for reduced 
sentences. 


Mitchcl Cohen is a Victnam-era 
draft resister and an organiser 
with the Red Balloon Collective. 
The article is reprinted from the 
New York-based The Guardian. 


(Continued from page 1) 


they say did not embody any of 
the political ideologies' opti- 
mum line, came out only after 
concessions were extracted 
from all sides. That is precisely 
why all those interviewed by 
the Jordan Times insisted on 
the document being the mini- 
mum point of agreement be- 
tween parties and in no way 
translates into the limits of 
political activity in the country. 

Some elements in the final 
translation of the National 
Charter as a concept were de- 
rived from the constitution and 
did not generate debate while 
others had some basis in tbe 
constitution but did not receive 
enough elaboration and left 
ground to be covered. In a 
lecture delivered by Mr. 
Obeidat recently, he pointed 
to the need to amend some 
articles of the constitution to 
incorporate the conclusions 
reached by the commission 
within its folds. However, the 
need to even work on a 
National Charter that would 
undertake to deal with the 
different facets of political, so- 
1 rial and economic life in the 
Kingdom was not actually 
addressed in the definition. 

In his speech at the opening 
session His Majesty King Hus- 
sein reminded the participants 
of what he described as the 
sometimes “ugly face of demo- 
cracy”. 

“It is a face which appears 
sometimes when those practic- 
ing democracy deviate from 
the moral and human values 
in their dealings with other 
people, or when they concen- 
trate more on their narrow 

Mamie bloc wins 

(Continued from page 1) 
he gave before tbe voting started, 
voiced his rejection of the idea of 
segregating the sexes. "All of us, 
males and females are pharma- 
cists, equal in rights and duties, 
and no power, however big, can 
change that,” he said. “Our peo- 
ple. especially the pharmacists, 
have reached a high level of 
awareness on issues like this,” 
Mr. Humsi said. 

Another former member of the 
board, who did not wish to be 
identified criticised tbe idea of 
segregation saying that “male and 
female pharmacists are members 
of the association, and have equal 
rights under the laws of the asso- 
ciation.” 

According to other eye witnes- 
ses, the verbal dispute between 
the two groups became tense and 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Jordan Electricity A utho r ity 
Tender No. 10/91 

Jordan Electricity Authority announces the availability of 
tender documents for Tender No. 10/91 for supply of 33kv 
capacitor banks, switchgear and ancillary equipment. 
Contractors who are interested to participate in this tender 
can obtain the tender documents from the Tenders 
Section at JEA-main building (located between the 6th 
and the 7th Circles, Jabal Amman) against a nonrefund- 
able amount of JD 50 for each copy. 

Bids to be submitted to the secretary of tender- 
ing committee at the above address not later 
than 10:00 a.m. of Wednesday 14.8.1991. 

A bid bond equal to 2 per cent of the offer should 
accompany the offer. 


interests than on the general 
benefit of the state and socie- 
ty,” King Hussein explained. 

The Kmg proposed the idea 
for a charter after the election 
of 80 representatives to the 
Lower House of Parti ament for 
the first rime since the 1967 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank. 

“Although I am the one who 
proposed this idea and defined 
the objectives and tbe aims... it 
is out of my absolute convic- 
tion. and the conviction of the 
people, that a parliamentary, 
constitutional and democratic 
life is our choice together,” the 
King said. 

Tbe King, in his address, 
pointed to the developments in 
Jordan's political life, begin- 
ning with the decision to sever 
ties with the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank in July 1988 and 
stressed the heavy burden he 
undertook as the sole executor 
throughout the absence of an 
elected parliament. 

While describing the deci- 
sion to sever ties with the 
occupied territories as the 
move that "opened the closed 
door to national election,” he 
pointed to the April riots of 
1989 as the point of inspiration 
for the need to "renew the 
social contract.” 

“I saw that limiting the solu- 
tion of the problem to conduct- 
ing national elections is an 
incomplete procedure because 
it would mean that we would 
enter the stage of parliamen- 
tary participation while we car- 
ry ideas which contradict with 
or deviate from the founda- 
tions upon which this state is 
created,” tbe King said. “It 
would definitely paralyse oar 
ability to deal with our prob- 

soraetimes turned to outright in- 
sults. 

Members of the association 
said that it was the first time in 
the history of the pharmasists 
association elections, two seper- 
ate halls were set up for the 
voters according to their sexes. 
“Female pharmacists wbo wished 
to cast their votes in the hall 
designated for males were free to 
do so, others voted in separate 
halls,” one source told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

The elections were held to elect 
a new president for the associa- 
tion, and a new nine-member 
board for a period of two years. 

Contesting for tbe president’s 
post were three pharmasists: 
Tawfiq A1 Azzeh. Mohammad 
Hassan Sedar , and Hussain Edine 
Mismar. Nineteen pharmacists 
representing pharmacy owners, 
drugstores and employee 


lems.” 

An analyst-lawyer who is 
also a member of tbe commis- 
sion to draft tbe National 
Charter believes that tbe idea 
of a National Charter was an 
old one proposed by the pro- 
govemmenr forces to streng- 
then their own standing against 
other political ideologies but 
that the King expanded tbe 
forum to include all spectrum 
of political thought in tbe 
country. 

"Sometime ago the! pro- 
establishment forces wanted a 
charter that would strengthen 
tire Jordanian national identity 
among those who were benefit- 
ting from the regime to com- 
pete with the ideologies of 
others," the lawyer explained. 

With the eruption of what is 
now remembered as the bread 
riots, the need to address the 
ideologies and grievances be- 
came apparent and the idea of 
the National Charter was ex- 
panded to include all political 
avenues. 

The King himself was the 
most direct and explicit on why 
it was necessary to lay guide- 
lines for the work of political 
parties, he said that the two 
contributes to the “unset- 
tling” history of political plur- 
alism in the Kingdom were 
outside control or financing for 
political parties and the convic- 
tion of each party at that time 
that it alone represented the 
truth. 

Analysts point to a third 
factor that may have contri- 
buted to tbe King's decision to 
initiate a charter governing 
pluralism: laying the founda- 
tions of the constitution as the 
ceiling for political ideology in 
the country. 

pharmacists, competed for tbe 
board membership. 

There was reportedly a turnout 
of 858 pharmacists, 297 of which 
were women. 

In the final count it was 
announced that Abdul Rahman 
Issa, Sulaim Khreim and Taher 
Shakshir won the three seats allo- 
cated for warehouses. Tahseen 
Abbadi, Adli Mansour and Ziad 
Abu A 1 Hummus won die em- 
ployed pharmacists seats. Fadel 
Nairoukb. said Sadeq, Ahmad 
Issa and Abdul Rahim Maiaa 
won the four seats for the owners 
of drug stores. 

Peace team 

(Continued from page 1)- - 

In Amman, a security official, 
who cannot be named under 
police regulations, said that tbe 


"The King was aware that 
Islamist parties for example 
believed in an Mamie caliphate 
rule while tbe constitution ex- 
plicitly says the state of author- 
ity in Jordan is parliamentary, 
and hereditary monarchy,” 
one analyst says. 

Other schools of thought, 
while conceding that this argu- 
ment may have contributed to 
the decision to propose a char- 
ter, maintain that the charter 
"constitutes a reiteration of 
legitimacy for the system 
through orchestrating a proce- 
dure that would lead to a re- 
newal of popular approval." 

“The constitution may stipu- 
late certain foundations that do 
not change; however, it is 
necessary for any system of 
government to renew its legi- 
timacy after important 
events." a member of tbe com- 
mission points out in reference 
to the riots in tbe south. 

Mr. Obeidat, in one of the 
meetings of the commission 
pointed to this same line of 
thoughts when he said; “re- 
member that the constitution 
was written forty years ago and 
in those forty years many new 
images and realities took place 
which would contribute to the 
development of our aware- 
ness.” 

However, in the minds of its 
writers, the charter remains 
a ground of agreement among 
the different political ideolo- 
gies in the country from which 
legislation will be excerpted. 
“The charter defines the 
ground rather than the sky. 
The legislation derived from it 
will vary in height, just as the 
ground is not ail the same 
level. All the legislation, all toe 
same, will be under the dome 
of the blue sky.” 

authorities mil extentf all posable 
help for the group “until we 
ensure a safe arrival in Amman.” 
The police official warned that 
the group will have to “abide by 
die laws and regulations of the 
country in order to avoid disturb- 
ances.” 

hast May, more than 25,000 
enthusiastic Jordanians clashed 
with security forces in the same 
area during a peace march from 
Amman to the bridge. 

During the remaining three- 
day walk to Amman, participants 
planned several activities includ- 
ing fasting, holding silent vigils, 
planting trees and other symbolic 
expressions of goodwill and soli- 
darity. 

lhe participants include U.S., 
Canadian, Japanese, British, Bel- 
gian, Finnish, Australian, Irish 
and Indian citizens. 
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SUMMER CLUB mw 

o June 16 to July 25, Sundays through Thursdays 
o Ages (6-16) years 
o Transportation available 

Programme includes: 

B Swimming with instruction ■Reid Trips 


r Camping & Outdoor Adventures 
I Typing in English 
I Intensive English Instruction 


l Arts & Crafts 
! Sports and Games 


Summer Ctub 

•I ^oortlon 
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PLEASE NOTE that the 1991-92 academic year 
will commence in the new school building in 
Sweifieh. Registrations are currently being 
accepted. 

® 814188 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, MR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, OOOB-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMIAR&SONS 

604676 604696 ^ 

£ j \ \^^' 0 BQ * 7806 ^ 
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in Jordan 

■ IstCinfe-Jate] Amman, near 
. ‘^^ahGtr&Scfiool 


Open daity 12M0-3:30 
' ' p.m. 

6:30-hUdmght 

TM.\ $38968 




Many villas and . 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

• Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
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Amman’s 

^exclusive gilt shopV 

kalian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, . 
crystalware etc. 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 819214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight v 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film ai 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

sfre 30% larger 

• Frmo enlargm- 
mmtt 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel ; 823891 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 . 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENTIN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


AustraIia 

[Insurance Services 


I^A^UniqW Aisfriian Experience 
I *' innian v\ ' 


All Types Of Insurance : 

* MOTOR a MEDICAL 

« HOUSE HOLD • CARGO 

pFlfc e TRAVEL COUPON 

« PERSONAL ACDDENT a ENGINEERING 


Jabal Amman = First Circle 
Tel: 610948 Fax: 61294 8 
Tlx: 27644 AUST1 JO. 



FOR RENT 


DELUXE & SUPER DELUXE 

Ar AhT'.'ENTS. VILLAS 


i SSMi VILLAS 


GET THE BEST AT 


JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


835859 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEL 

lk5r i |i|l- 


Amman - Te). 668193 
P.0. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23883 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


Agents a* over (he worid 

T*l: 884090, Fax: 690852 
Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 928487 

AMMAN JORDAN 


FRESH PASTA 
TOP QUALITY MEAT 
FRESH SEA FOOD 

Ac 

Leonardo 

Da Vinci /'ySwg 
Restaurant 

^Hosting saner 1977 "TOSW*® 
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lorway humbles Italy at Agassi outduels Becker 
luropean Championships j n French Open semis 

vt ■ - . a < •» ■ . •_ • •_ m ■ j o a 


OSLO (R) — Norwegian soccer 
fens sang, drank ami danced in 
Che streets after their side’s his- 
toric 2-2 win over Italy Wednes- 
day. 

But while Norway celebrated, 
Italian manager Azegho Vicini 
faced an uncertain future. 

Vicini was under increasing 
pressure to resign after Norway’s 
collection of low-paid semi- 
professionals and foreign club 
players bumbled their famous Ita- 
lian counterparts. 

‘’The Italian soccer millionaires 
were absolutely massacred by 
Norway,” the Daily Verdens 
Gang said in a gleeful front-page 
splash. 

‘Tm not so sure the Mona Lisa 
is smiling any longer,” wrote a 
commentator in the same paper. 
“If I were an Italian, I'd check 
the Tower of Pisa also. Either it's 
leaning more than ever, or its 
fallen. Smashed. Just like the 
Italian team.” 

The result came close to eclips- 
ing a 2-1 victory over England in 
1981 bronze or their medal at the 
1936 Berlin Olympics as Norwe- 
gian soccer’s finest hour. 

Their side went ahead with two 
early goals by Tore Andre 
Dahlum and Lars Bobinen, 
although substitute Salvatore 


Scbillari, top-scorer in last year's 
World Cup finals when Italy 
readied the last four, saved a 
shred of pride for his side with a 
second-half header. 

Norwegian newspapers hailed 
national coach Egil Olsen, 
appointed late last year, as a 
“folk hero”, “genius” or “King 
Midas” — saying everything he 
touched turned to gold. 

Amid the jubilation, Olsen 
sounded a note of caution. 

“As I see it the chances for a 
European Cup place are still fair- 
ly small," he said. “We still have 
three tough matches. But of 
course we can beat the Soviet 
Union at home in August when 
we can beat Italy.” 

Only one team from group 
three — also comprising Hungary 
and Cyprus — will qualify for the 
1992 finals in Stockholm. The win 
propelled Norway to second in 
the group behind the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

Norway have now gone eight 
games without losing — an all- 
time record. 

In Italy, the game was de- 
scribed as “Italy’s second Korea” 
by television commentator 
Maurizio Mosca. 

Mosca was referring to North 
Korea’s 1-0 defeat of Italy in the 


1966 World Cup finals in Eng- 
land, a defeat which eliminated 
Italy in the first round. 

Thursday’s sports press carried 
headlines such as “Vicini at the 
end of the line” and “poor Italy,” 
speculating that within days Vici- 
ni may be replaced by the former 
AC Milan coach, Airigo Sacchi. 

Italian Federation president 
Antonio Matarrese appeared to 
fuel such speculation when he 
said in Oslo, after the game: 

“This is one of the blackest 
pages in the history of our soccer 

“We were surprised by the 
enthusiasm of our opponents. 
Perhaps someone in Italy under- 
estimated the real worth of 
Olsen’s team.” 

While stating that the federa- 
tion would honour Vidni's con- 
tract, due to expire in June 1992, 
if the manager so wished, 
Mataresse also left the door open 
for Vidni to resign. 

“If Vicini. has some other pre- 
stigious job offer, we won’t get in 
his way.” be said. “Vicinj is a 
serious person but I cannot afford 
to waste time.” 

Vidni has been in charge of the 
Italian Team since the 1986 
World Cup. 


Salt Lake City and Nagano head 
rrace for 1998 winter Olympics 


LONDON (R) — The dedicated 
Evangelists of Salt Lake Gty and 
the super salesmen of Nagano 
meet next week to grapple for the 
hearts and minds of Olympic 
leaders. 

The prize is the 1998 winter 
Olympics, for which the Amer- 
ksns and Japanese are the dear 
front-runners in a field of five 
candidates. 

The winter games vote will be 
main event at the annual 
greeting of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) to be 
formally opened in Birmin gham 
by Queen Elizabeth. 

A key question is whether Sait 
Lake C3ty can persuade the IOC 
to give die games to another U.S. 
venue less than two years after 
Atlanta stages the 1996 summer 
Olympics. 

Salt Lake smiles looked a little 
fixed in Tokyo last September 
when the IOC awarded the 
centenary games to Atlanta, 
prompting accusations that the 
Olympic governing body had sold 
oat to Coca-Cola and the almigh- 
ty dollar. 

But Salt Lake’s largely Mor- 
mon population is made of stem 
stuff and bid committee officials 
immediately stepped up their 


efforts to obtain the winter 
games. 

“Atlanta is a negative factor 
for Salt Lake but it is not lethal,” 
said IOC vice-president Dick 
Pound of Canada. “In fact, I 
think Salt Lake has now pulled 
ahead of Ngano.” 

Victory over Nagano would 
make amends for Salt Lake's 
defeat by another Japanese city. 
Sapporo. 25 years ago in bidding 
for the 1972 winter Olympics. 

The key issue for Nagano will 
be the extent to which the IOC is 
influenced by a vociferous 
Japanese environmentalist lobby 
which will travel to Birmingham 
to oppose the bid. 

For the huge Nagano contin- 
gent of 600, the anti-games lob- 
byists will revive unhappy 
memories of similar demonstra- 
tions in 1981 when Japanese 
activists broagbt about the defeat 
of Nagoya of Seoul in bidding for 
the 1988 summer Olympics. 

Nagano will be seeking to bring 
the winter games back to Asia for 
the first time since the 1972 Sap- 
poro Olympics, although this 
ambition is complicated by Beij- 
ing’s bid for the 2000 summer 
games. 

The Chinese capital is seen as a 


Shadayid, Carson go for 
classic double with Oaks 


LONDON (R) — Shadayid and 
WQlie Carson will be going for a 
double in the second fillies’ clas- 
sic of the season, the Oaks, at 
Epsom Saturday. 

Shadayid, winner of last 
month's 1,000 Guineas, is even- 
money favourite to emulate her 
former stablemate Sahabil, who 
won both English fillies' classics 
last season. 

Despite the punters’ confi- 
dence, however, Shadayid faces 
some stiff competition, not least 
from the tortuous lVi mile (2.4 
km) Epsom course. 

Sbadayid's turn of foot in the 
1,000 Guineas at Newmarket, 
when she took up the running a 
furlong (200 metres) out for an 
impressive two lengths win over 
Kooyonga, immediately made 
her hot favourite for the Oaks. 
Kooyonga 's subsequent victory in 
the Irish 1,000 Guineas under- 
lined the unbeaten filly’s form. 

But the Newmarket race is run 
over just a mile and Shadayid’s 
staying power over the extra half 


mile is in doubt. She could well 
find, as did 2,000 Guineas Win- 
ner Mystiko Wednesday, that the 
Derby coarse is beyond her. 

The most likely contender is 
9-2 second favourite Shamshir, 
who could give talented Italian 
jockey Frankie Dettori, 20, his 
first classic win. 

Winner of a group one mile 
race as a two-year-old, the Luca 
Cumani-trained filly’s is expected 
to relish the step up in distance. 

Another contender in the nine- 
strong field is Datrey, sixth to 
Shadayid at Newmarket but de- 
finitely an improving horse. 

An impressive winner of her 
only two-year-old outing, Dar- 
tery was slow coming to hand this 
year and trainer Michael Stoute 
sent her to Newmarket without a 
run under her belt. In the event, 
her sixth place was a creditable 
result. 

In her next outing, at York, she 
foiled by a bead to catb winner 
Gussy Marlowe. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HtRSCH 
• 1990 Trtouna Mw* S6rvcu, tie 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q-l- — Neither vulnerable, as South Q.4 — Both 

you hold: you hold: 

4A106542 , ' 1 762 193 *Q8 4A1093 ? 

The bidding has proceeded: The bidding 

North East South West South We; 

nnl ^ , ■ 1 * Pas 

What acDon do you take? 1 A Pas 


Q-2— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4AI06542 T762 93 *QS 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North West South East 

1 ■> IT 1 « 2? 

3 4 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

485 TAJ7 KJ943 *654 

The bidding baa proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 I Pass 

1 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A1093 TIO vQ75 *AKQ109 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 •> Pass 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

? 

What action do you take? 


Q.5 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold; 

♦KJ762 T AQJ95 ■: Void *KQ6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 v Pass 1 * Pass 

2 l Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — -East- West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*532 *785 J8 6KJ10987 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 


major contender for 2000 and the 
IOC may foe! uncomfortable at 
the prospect of giving the winter 
and summer Olympics to Asia 
only two years apart. * 

On the other hand, last 
month’s withdrawal of the Soviet 
city of Sochi from the 1998 winter 
games bidding could indirectly 
benefit Nagano. 

The Japanese made an astute 
political move last week when 
IOC executive board member 
Chili aru Igaya withdrew as a 
candidate for IOC vice-president. 

Igaya had been expected to 
stand in opposition to Vitaly 
Smirnov of the Soviet Union and 
Nagano will be hoping that his 
withdrawal may be rewarded with 
some of the first-round votes 
which would previously have 
gone to Sochi. 

Unless the two favourites 
somehow reach the point of 
mutual destruction, the outlook 
for the Swedish city of Ostersund 
is bleak. 

The Swedes are making their 
fifth winter Olympic bid but they, 
too, have their “Atlanta factor” 
in the Norwegian town of Lille- 
hammer, venue for the 1994- 
winter games and not modi more 
than 300 Jems from Ostersund. 

As a major winter sports na- 
tion, the Swedes are regarded as 
worthy and persistent but clearly 
in third place behind Sajt Lake 
and Nagano. The remaining 
candidates, Aosta of Italy and 
Jaca of Spain, are given little 
realistic chance. 

The week-long IOC gathering 
opens Monday with a three-day 
executive board meeting. 


PARIS (AP) — Andre Agassi 
outdueled and outran a frustrated 
Boris Becker 7-5, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1 
Friday to reach the French Open 
final for a second straight year. 

Agassi, pursuing his first 
Grand Slam title, chased down 
many of Becker's best shots, kept 
him away from the net. and made 
fewer errors en route to a semi- 
final victory that climaxed with an 
ace. 

Becker berated himself loudly 
at several points. But the two 
rivalsembraced warmly at the end, 
each complimenting the other's 
play. 

The defeat wrecked Beckers 
chance of recapturing the no. 1 
ranking from Stefan Ed berg and 
left him still without a clay-court 
championship in his career de- 
spite marked improvement on the 
surface. 

In the final Sunday, Agassi will 
play the winner of Friday's later 
semifinal between ninth-seeded 
Jim Courier and no. 12 Michael 
Sticb. Courier has given Becker a 
shot at the no. 1 ranking by 
beating top-seeded Edberg 
Wednesday. 

Agassi, seeded fourth, has won 
four straight matches against 
Becker, who was seeded second 
here. 

“Every time we step on the 
court together, it’s a battle, and 
that creates a lot of respect for 
each other,” Agassi said. 

“Boris is starting to play excep- 
tionally well on clay. I think I just 
get lucky here... it’s very easy to 
play in a place I feel so comfort- 
able.” 

He lost the final to Andres 
Gomez last year, but will be 
favoured in this year’s cham- 
pionship. 

Becker said the key to the 
match came in the first set, with 
the score tied 5-5 and Agassi 
serving. Becker squandered a 
break point, then lost the game 
when Agassi aced him on a 
second serve that barely nicked 
the line. 

“Shots like that can decide a 
match, and it did today," Becker 
said. “It was a very high standard 
of tennis in the first set, for each 
side... we both knew that the 
winner of that set takes such a 
mental edge that he would win. 
That game at 5-aJl really killed 
me.” 

Becker had 15 aces to six for 
Agassi, but the German was able 
to make only three successful 
sorties to the net. 

“I kep it deep, I kept him on 
his heels,” Agassi said. “The 
longer the rallies went, the more 
it favoured me, because that’s 
more my game than his. But I 
wasn’t convinced I had the match 


under control at any stage. He’s 
improved his game tremendously 
from the baseline. Any other day 
it could have been different.” 

Graf, Sabatini creamed 

Meanwhile, Steffi Graf suf- 
fered the most lopsided defeat of 
her career. Gabriela Sabatini 
blew her chance to become no. 1. 
And by the end of a stormy 
Thursday at the French Open, 
Monica Seles was still on top — 
and preparing to face Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario for the women’s 
championship. 

The two finalists are not too 
surprising, since each has won a 
French Open before. But the way 
they won in the rain-swept semi- 
finals was stunning. 

Sanchez Vicario, the 1989 
champion, defeated Graf 6-0, 6-2 
— the fewest games the German 
has won in a complete match 
since turning pro as a 13-year-old 
in October 1982. Seles beat Saba- 
tini 64, 6-1. 

“That hasn't happened in a 
long, long, long time.” said a 
stunned Graf. “And I hope it’s 
going to be a long, long, long 
time until that happens again.” 

Graf, who has won seven 
Grand Slam titles and had not 
lost a set in reaching the semifin- 
als, whiffed on one backhand and 
slammed overheads way out of 
bounds. She made error after 
error on her usually potent fore- 
hand, winning only 11 first-set 
points. 

“I just couldn’t ger a ball in. I 
can't remember the last time I 
played that bad,” she said. “No- 
thing worked. I tried everything. 
I haven’t bad that kind of feeling 
for a long time.” 

While Graf was playing terr- 
ibly, the fifth-seeded Sanchez 
Vicario was doing what she had 
to do to win against a struggling 
opponent. 

“I controlled the play from the 
beginning,” said the Spaniard, 
scheduled to play semifinal 
matches in the women’s donbles 
and mixed doubles Friday. “I 
placed my balls well, I hit them 
well. I didn’t make any mistakes 
and she made lots of errors.” 

Grafs slide from no. 1 and 
dominance of the women's tour 
during the last year has corres- 
ponded with a series of con- 
troversies involving her father, 
Peter. And that was the case 
again Thursday. 

Witnesses said Peter Graf and 
an American tennis fan identified 
as Jim Levee, who has befriended 
several players, had a confronta- 


tion in the players’ box on centre 
court during the match. Witnes- 
ses also said threats of physical 
violence were made later in the 
players’ lounge. 

Graf lost her chance to regain 
the no. 1 ranking, which she 
would have claimed if die had 
won the title. Also losing her 
chance for the top ranking was 
Sabatini, who could have taken 
the no. 1 spot for tire first time by 
defeating Seles and then winning 
Saturday's final against Sanchez 
Vicario. 

The third-seeded Sabatini en- 
tered the semifinals as the hottest 
player on the tour with a 40-3 
record tins year. But Seles now 
has the best mark, with 41 victor- 
ies in 15 matches. 

And Sabatini now has played in 
four French Open semifinals 
without reaching a final. 

“I attacked the ball too mud),” 
Sabgrini said. “My game was not 
very good, I took too many risks. 
I am not playing my best tennis at 
the moment.” 

Seles and Sabatini battled each 
other with a mixture of hard 
groundstrokes and delicate drop 
shots, with the top seed taking an 
early service break but then hav- 
ing Sabatini break right bade in 
the fifth game of the first set. 

Then the weather turned nasty. 

Sabatini lost her touch when 
she returned from the second 
break. She foiled to win a point as 
Seles held her serve to go up 54, 
then dropped her own serve to 
lose the first set. 

She never got back in the 
match, badly mis-hitting several 
shots as her backhand disinte- 
grated. She managed just five 
points on Seles’ serve in die 
second set. 

Seles got to match point on a 
service winner that Sabatini bare- 
ly nicked. Then, after a Seles 
doable fault, Sabatini hit a shot 
that was railed long and led to a 
brief protest by the Argentine. 

It was the last in a series of 
disputed line ralU m the match, 
including the point on which 
Seles won the first set another 
shot by Sabatini that was just 
long. 

Seles, who has won all four of 
her previous matches against San- 
chez Vicario, said winning her 
second straight French Open 
champ ionship is more important 
than the no. 1 ranking. 

“The title would be much big- 
ger for me than being no. 1,” said 
Seles, who won the Australian 
Open in January. “If I keep 
winning I’ll stay no. 1. For me- 
the greatest thing is winning all 
the Grand Slams I can this year.” 


$lm bonus at stake in Belmont 


BELMONT, New York (R) — 
American racing’s Triple Crown 
is out of reach for all II horses in 
Saturday’s Belmont stakes, but 
four of the entries will be chasing 
a $1 million bonus. 

The four have a chance to win 
the bonus for the best overall 
performances in the Triple Crown 
series for three-year-olds — the 


Kentucky Derby, the Preakness 
and the Belmont Stakes. 

Strike The Gold, winner of the 
Kentucky Derby and 5-2 
favourite at Belmont, is tied on 
10 points with Preakness winner 
and second favourite Hansel in 
the challenge for the jackpot. 

Mane Minister — a stunning 
third in the Derby after being 


rated 80-1 and third again three 
weeks ago in the Preakness — has 
six points. 

Corporate Report, an 8-1 bet 
to win Saturday, has five points 
from a second in the Preakness. 
He was ninth in the Derby. 

Ten points are given for a first 
place, five for a second, three for 
a third and one for a fourth. 



Mutt'n’Jeff 



JUST A SECOND!) 

HOW CAN YOU r 

SPEND 120 PER ‘WATS 
CENT WHEN MXJ RlSHT 

Haven't even ■foo.' . 
SOT AN INCOME* ' 


THEN WHY 
t>o YOU 
WANNA 
MAKE OUT 
AN INCOME 
TNt REPORT? 


fMTRyiN’Tb 
FIGURE OUT 
HOW MUCH I 
SAVE BY NOT 
HAVIN’ AN 
-v INCOME! 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JUNE ** 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Rlghter Foundation 

ARIES, (M=ch 2, to April 19) 


You can prepare for the future 
quite well cither by something of a 
recreational nature or by quietly 
stuffing bow to advance youisdf in 
personal ways. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your need for some social mo- 
ments with friends and acquaint- 
ances you tike is strong now so go 
to groups with persons with in- 
terests as yourself. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 4l) The 
outside world is your oyster oow so 
be with those who are hip to what 
is going to and enjoy yourself at 
such pursuits with them. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day to get off to some 
new rites where you can acquire 
the information you wish and for 

some new contacts who can bring 
you pleasure. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
would be wise to fisteo to that 
bunch which is trying to cell you 
how you can make more headway 
in some very exacting condition 
with others. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) There are a number of agree- 
ments you can reach this day with 
some allies and you find that most 
everyone wants to do what you 
have in mind. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Yoor day to beautify and to 
make pleasant everything and to 
delight everyone about you so that 
you can be the top of the heap by 
your actions. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Nowetn- 


do that means enjoying yourself s 
jut what the doctor would order now so 
get off to the entotauaeats you eogoy. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Tins » the time to 
be sure you do think along some 
baric lines that can make the future 
rosier even though it means dofo g 
q om ft things that are Bauporig. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your detire to yfeit 
friends and communicate with 
others d» day is veiy_good so be 
off and away or on the phone aad 
matre arra ng e men ts to expand. ■' 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Even if having a good time 
at some detighefa! pleasure this day 
give some tune and thought to 
have mote prosperity for the com- 
ing time. - 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your day to be very social and 
to have a happy time with persons 
who draw you otit and make you 
j jmgh and have a very pleasant 
time with them. 

Today’s child: If your child were 
born today she . or he can have 
problems by bolding oa to tbe past 
too tightly but their best abilities 
and greatest progress comes from 
being ritano with modem condi- 
tions and through an awareness of 
the desires of others. This progeny 
wQ never want to operate strictly 
oo their own. 


“The stars impel, they do net 
compel.” Wbatyou make of your 
life is largely op to you." 



“...liver, spleen, lungs, knuckles, 
sleeping, breathing! It’s amazing 
how much I have in common 
with Julio Iglesias!” 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED. WORD GAME 
by Herat Arnold and Bob Lee 





THE F ARMER BECAME 
SUCCESSFUL. IN THE 
LAUNPKY BUSINESS, 
BECAUSE HE AL- 
READY KNEW HOWTO 
MAKE A LIVING — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ENSUE BLANK POETIC SMOKER 
Answer. He took a Bttte trip— or was it more definitely 
this? — A "MISSTEP" 


THE Daily Crossword bvK«m«h Witte 


ACROSS 
1 Mass garments 
5 Mine entanca 
9 Defivers 

14 Skirt insert 

15 Moslem 
magistrate 

tB Submarine 

17 Church comer 

18 Persian Guft 
country 

19 All roiled up 

20 Took up a 
collection 

23 Computer key 

24 Petty officer 

25 Keats work 
28 Ana 

30 — up (got 
together) 

32 Parents 
35 US patriot Silas 

38 Star followers 

39 Promptly 

43 Zhivago's love 

44 Tee shot 

45 Shade tree 

46 USSR neighbor 
49 Rational 

51 Evergreen 

52 Caper 
55 Boxes 

59 Where secrets 
are kept 
61 Enlists In 

64 CA valley 

65 Bye-bye 

66 "A Passage 
to — " 

67 Take the lead 

68 TV Jeanne 

69 Footwear 

70 Anguiffiform 

71 Spin apart 

DOWN 

1 Wide open 

2 Arthur Miller 
salesman 

3 Fr. seaport 

4 Comp r ehends 

5 Sour substance 

6 Pub game piece 

7 Sun Vafisy state 

8 Prongs 

9 Compassionate 
10 Border upon 



«199t Tnoune MWa Suntan, n. 
Asngnts Rtaofwl 


1 1 Cain's land 

12 'Major — “ (TV 
show) 

13 Hog home 
2t Decay 

22 Shanty 
25 Missouri River 
City 

28 Painter Edgar 
27 "Afl In The 

Family" dingbat 

29 Showed the wuy 

31 Drs." gp. 

32 — Archipelago 
33-— of Two 

Cities" 

34 Boss or man 

36 And not 

37 Concerning 
bishops 

40 Possesses 

41 Eggs 

42 On the — 
(undecided) 

47 Topeka's state 

48 Furthermore 

50 Spring ftofiday . 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


snnn rarii^rin aonn 
nnnn nnnns nnnn 
nHanannnnnnnnnn 
GBauncuin ranunn 
_ oboe finniD 
BDBanD nn^in nnn 
nnrcn c^nnaci nnn 
nnnnnnnuniunnnnn 
ann nranoa nnnn 
nnn nanu GnnnBm 
_ nnrcn union 
nnnnn nrannnncin 
QHanonafnnnraQaBh 
Bnncin onnn 
nmnn nrosnrri nnnn 


53 Anxious 

54 Incensed 

56 Sunless spot 

57 Wasted 
56 Position 


59 Fixed amount 
BO Not any 

61 Triangular safl 

62 Yoke — 

03 Wedding words 

















Econom 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 1991 7 


Financial 

Markets * co ~ o p* ratl ° fl whh 

Cairo Amman Bank 

HA Boltar fan lmcin«th>n«! Matrices 


Currency 

Sterling Pound 11 " 

Deutsche Mark ~ 

Swiss Franc 

French Franc 

Japanese Yen 

European Curreny Unit 

* LSD PM- STG 

“■* Crnfoi OprnWDC >9 MM • m. GMT 

Sna wn lameu Rate 
Cnmticy i « 

U.S. Doflar 

Slcrfinj; Pound 1 1 . 

Deutsche Mark g 

Swiss Franc g 

French Franc 9 _ 

Japanese Yen 7 . 


bW Wn Tor MBfoaaa, runtime l -V DoOjn i.OM.OM or ajantieat 


Usk vets 
CCcxi 

Tufcvp 

CtcK 

Uwir 5/ S' 1991 

0*6 6:1991 

1.6938 

1.6895 

1 . 7465 

1.750! 

1.4955 

1.4970 

5.9: 00 

5.9240" 

139. US 

139.25 

1 - 1765 

* * 

1.17*2 


6 '6: 1991 


1 MTH 

6.06 

| 3 MTHS 

6.12 

6 MTHS 
6.25 i 

12 MTH 
6.66 

11.50 

11.12 , 

1C. 87 

10.87 

8.*; 

8. *5 

9.00 

9.12 

8.00 

8.00 

8.00 

7.67 

4.50 

4.57 

4.57 

S.-7S 

7.61 

7 .68 

7.53 

7.40 

10.00 

10.00 

, 10. Ot 

9.75 


IISD/Oz 



Data: 6/6/ J 991 


USD/Oz JD/Gm 


6.75 f Silver 


Contra] Dank of Jordan Exchange Rata BoBacta 

Date: 6/6/ 1 991 


Currency 


U.S. DoDar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira* 


Belgian Franc 



.0527 


.016 97 


1.7850 


.074 


.1817 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese Lira* 


Saudi Riyal 


Kuwait; Dinar 


Qatari Riyal 


Egyptian Pound 


DAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 4 


Cypriot Pound 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market' 


.0550 


.01906 


6/6/1991 


Offer 


i.sioo 


.076 


.182 5 



.1900 

.2050 

1.7450 

7,7650 

.1845 

.7850 

,3460 

.3660 

1.4090 

1,4390 



B a n king Sector 


Insurance Sector 


Industry Sector 


Services Sector 




4/6/1997 Close 

5/6/7997 close 

712.69 

772.16 

709.69 

708.95 

772.94 

772.92 

115.18 

774.97 

128.50 

728.24 



EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rales for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at imdsession 
os the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 1.6825/35 

One U.S. dollar 1.1465/70 

1.7550/60 
1.9770/80 
1.5045/55 
36.13/17 
5.9430/80 
1302/1303 
139.60/70 
63100/50 
6.8425/75 
6.7350/7400 

One ounce of gold 365.70/366.20 


U.S. dollar 
C a n adian dollar 
Deutschmarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss Cranes 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Philippine legislators approve Yemen oil production 
cap on foreign debt payments seen doubling by 1994 


MANILA (R) — The Philippine 
congress, defying appeals by 
President Corazon Aquino, 
approved Thursday a 20 per cent 
ceiling on foreign debt repay- 
ments as part of the national 
budget. 

The senate and the house of 
representatives separately passed 
the budget for 1991. which in- 
cluded a provision to limit pay- 
ments on the country's S29 billion 
foreign debt to 20 per cent of 
1989 export earnings. 

Mrs. Aquino has said she 
would veto any provision to fimit 
debt payments, saying it would 
undermine Manila’s ability to 
obtain new loans. 

“The amount for the payment 
of foreign debt, both as to prin- 
cipal and interest, by the national 
government shall not exceed 20 
per cent of the merchandise ex- 
port receipts for the year 1989.” 
the provision stated. 

The export income in 1989 
totalled $7.8 billion. 

In 1990. the Philippines' fore- 
ign debt repayments totalled 
around $3 billion or 36 per cent of 
last year’s export earnings of $8.2 
billion. 

"A debt cap provision in any 
budget legislation or elsewhere 


sends the wrong signals 10 those 
in the international community 
with whom we have financial and 
other dealings.” Mrs. Aquino 
said Tuesday. 

“We would be placing 
ourselves in a situation that 
would be quite untenable.” she 
said. 

The legislators went ahead with 
the debt cap provision, knowing 
Mrs. Aquino would veto it but 
acknowledged both houses may 
find it difficult to muster rwo- 
thirds vote to override a presiden- 
tial veto. 

“This is an expression of leg- 
islative principle. We are saying 
that we are not satisfied with the 
way our debt problem is being 
handled," Nepiali Gonzales, 
chairman of the senate committee 
on finance, told reporters before 
the chamber voted on the budget. 

He said international lending 
institutions should change their 
outlook towards poor debtor 
countries like Che Philippines and 
realise that “the old standards 
can no longer apply." 

“If (one day) we cannot pay 
and our people riot and rampage 
on the streets, these foreign in- 
stitutions may have no govern- 
ment to deal with,” Mrs. Gon- 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 

Following is a summary of trading during last week and the previous 
week: 

Jam 1-5 May 26-29 


DaBy average 
Total votane 
total shares 
No. Of contracts 


Industrial 

Financial 


Service 


JD 1,273,213 
JD UffJU 
3.316,870 
4,408 


Sectoral trading: 

JD 3,985,093 
<623% > 
JD 1,583.421 
(24.9%) 

(11.7%) 

<0.9%) 


JD 2321.922 
JD 9.287,686 
6,078,462 
5.103 


JD 5.138.102 
!55J%) 
JD 3,016.747 
(32J%) 


(11.5%) 

(0.7%) 


Share price index 
No. of coupons 
Price movement (rise) 
(Decline) 

(stable) 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks were boosted by arbitrageurs and bargain* 
hunters after a three-day slide, with the Nikkei average recover- 
ing to above 2,500. But with no fresh factors and fears of 
unwinding ahead of futures expiry on June 18, trade remained 
light and die overall market mixed. The 225-share Nikkei gained 
50.99 points or 0.20 per cent to finish at 25,035.11. 

SYDNEY — Confusion over the Hawke government’s political 
and economic direction drove the market to its lowest level for 
eight weeks. The All Ordinaries index fell 17.3 points to end at 
1,478.0. 

HONGKONG — Tbe Hang Seng index fell 40.42 points to finish 
on 3,637.77 but fears of a huge sell-off following a Chinese 
statement on Hong Kong were unfounded. 

SINGAPORE — Late bargain hunting lifted stocks off the day’s 
lows. The Straits Times industrial index slipped 2.35 points to 
dose at 1 ,550,18. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended firmer after a quiet session. 
Dealers were cautiously optimistic that prices could continue to 
build oo recent gains. The 30-share DAX index ended 5.47 points 
higher at 1,709.64. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed little changed in lacklustre trading 
which saw some demand for chemicals in an otherwise quiet 
market. The all-share SP1 index gained one point to 1,120.8. 

PARIS — Shares finished lower in meagre trade, moving further 
into negative territory after Wall Street plunged on U.S. May 
employment data, dealers said. The CAC-40 index finished 11.41 
points or 0.61 per cent lower at 1,852.51 with some 1.7 billion 
worth of shares traded. 

LONDON — Shares plummeted in late afternoon to dose weaker 
in response to a plunge on Wall Street. U.S. shares fell in reaction 
to a drop in bond prices because of an unexpected rise in U.S. 
non-form payrolls. Hie FTSE 100 index dosed 19 points down at 
2,506-3 in thin volume of 329.9 million shares traded. 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks fell further in late-morning trading. 
Dealers said selling was across the board, triggered by a sell-off in 
bonds that sent yields higher after an unexpected rise in non-farm 
payrolls. At 1543 GMT the Dow average was down 29.30 points 
at 2,965.56. 




SENIOR WEEK 
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zales said. 

“It is also ir. the interest of 
these institutions that these gov- 
ernments (like the Philippines) 
survhre."hc said. 

A possible confrontation over 
debt policy loomed as Manila 
prepared to meet its official credi- 
tors for a rescheduling of SI. 6 
billion of debt. 

The country's debt negotiators, 
led by Finance Secretary Jesus 
Estanislao. are scheduled to meet 
Paris Club creditors on June 18. 

The country's commercial cre- 
ditors have been wary of granting 
fresh loans to the Philippines 
unless there were enough safe- 
guards because of a congressional 
proposal for a debt cap. 

Manila is seeking a new money 
package under a complementary 
financing programme between 
commercial banks and the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). 

The government wants the 
banks to lend Manila at least $250 
million and the ADB to extend 
counterpart funds that would 
either match or exceed the com- 
mercial banks' loans. 

Officials earlier estimated new 
borrowings for this year at $800 
million. 

Local banks 
lend Saudi 
government 
$2.5 billion 

RIYADH (API — The govern- 
ment borrowed S2.5 billion from 
local banks to meet some cf the 
costs of the Gulf war, diplomatic 
sources have reported. 

It was the second dollar-de- 
nominated loan the kingdom 
sought this year to help pay a 
S13.5 billion pledge in cash and 
ground support services for Op- 
eration Desert Storm. 

Last Month, the Saudi govern- 
ment signed a S4.5 billion loan 
provided by a group of foreign 
institutions. 

Banking sources told the AP- 
Dow Jones news service in 
Bahrain that the new deal was put 
together by National Commercial 
Bank and Riyadh Bank, the two 
largest banking institutions in the 
kingdom, and was syndicated 
among the other Saudi banks. 

The five-year credit was signed 
in Riyadh last week, they said. 

AP-Dow Jones quoted the un- 
named bankers as noting terms 
on the foreign borrowing were 
more attractive than the local 
deal. 

These were the first foreign 
borrowing by the kingdom in 
more than 25 years. 

Both loans were surrounded 
with secrecy, but were arranged 
with relative ease given the king- 
dom’s standing as the world's 
largest oil-exporting nation. The 
Islamic proscription against usury 
makes borrowing a highly sensi- 
tive subject for the Saudi govern- 
ment. 


SANAA (R) — Yemen’s oil pro- 
duction is declining but its output 
of crude could easily double to 
around 400.000 barrels per day 
(b/d) in three years if exploration 
in the south is successful, oil 
industry sources have said. 

Sanaa recently signed agree- 
ments with 16 foreign firms to 
explore a vast area of its central 
Shabwa basin in the former 
socialist south, which merged 
with its conservative northern 
neighbour one year ago. 

Yemeni officials are pinning 
high hopes on the results of the 
drilling, which will begin late this 
year. But Oil Minister Saleh Abu 
Bakr Ben Hussainoun is reluctant 
to speculate. 

“We are optimistic and we 
hope that our production will 
rise, perhaps to more than 

300.000 or 400.000 b/d in the next 
three years ... but its difficult to 
guess," he told Reuters. 

Western oil industry sources 
said exploration in the 31,470 
square kilometre area relin- 
quished last year by Soviet firm 
Technoexport was likely to yield 
major discoveries. 

But they said it was unrealistic 
to think that Yemen, a relative 
newcomer to the league of oil 
producers, had reserves to rival 
its wealthy neighbours oo the 
Arabian Peninsula. 

“Realistically, Z do think there 
is good potential for major dis- 
coveries that three years down 
the road could double or triple 
current production,” one senior 
Western oil executive said. 

“If things work out well Yeme- 
ni production could rise to 

400.000 or 500.000 b/d — but it 
will definitely not become a new 
Kuwait or Saudi Arabia,” said 


another. 

The Western sources said out- 
put from Yemen's western Marib 
fields — which now proride all of 
the country’s crude — had fallen 
by about 15,000 b/d to just below 
200,000 b/d during the last two 
months because of a combing 
gas-oil ratio. 

Output was expected to decline 
by another 10,000 b/d ‘in the com- 
ing months because of limitations 
on equipment which was unable 
to reinject gas from the cap over 
die oil reservoir, they said. 

The Marib fields are operated 
by the Yemen Hunt Oil Com- 
pany, a joint venture with U.S. 
firms Hunt and Exxon. About 65 
per cent of the ofl now goes to the 
Yemen government and the rest 
to Hunt. 

Before the Gulf crisis Yemen 
exported all its share of the oil, 
which is a high quality, sulphur- 
free crude. 

The U.N. Security Council 
embargo on Iraqi and Kuwaiti 
crude forced Sanaa to replace 
some 50,000 b/d of imported high 
sulphur oil processed at its ageing 
refinery in Aden with its own 
finer Marib crude, reducing badly 
needed oil revenues. 

The sources said the decline in 
Marib production, mostly from 
its main Alif and Azal fields, 
would be offset next year by 
increased production from the 
area's Assad AJ Kamil field, 
which came on stream last 
September with about 28,000 b/d 
of crude. 

Completion of a new central 
processing unit in A1 Kamil by 
September 1992 is expected to 
boost output there to 45,000 b/d. 

Gas treatment facilities in Alif 
are also being expanded. 


Western executives said it was 
unlikely a remaining Soviet-' 
operated block in Shabwa, which 
used to provide South Yemen 
with about 10,000 b/d of crude, 
would come back on stream soon. 

Technical problems forced the 
lyad west field, with about 54 
producing wells, to shut down 

just before the Yemens united. 
All its crude had been carried by 
track to Aden, the main southern 
port and location of the new 
country’s biggest refinery. 

Mr. Hussainoun said Yemen 
was looking for a Western firm to 
take over operations in the re- 
maining Soviet block. 

But Western executives said this 
would be difficult as the company 
would have to pay back the $500 
million Technoexport claimed to 
have spent on its development. 

An intensive drilling program- 
me to assess the size of a new 
field discovered in the province of 
Kadramout was under way and 
results would be known in about 
five months, Mr. Hussainoun 
said. 

Industry sources said each of 
three welis drilled in that field — 
called Massilah — by Canadian 
Occidental had produced about 
3,000 b/d. Five more wells would 
be drilled this year. 

Yemen is believed to have re- 
coverable crude reserves of about 
four to five billion barrels, with 
about one billion from Marib. 

Mr. Hussainoun said drilling in 
a 2,180 square kilometre block 
straddling the Marib and Shabwa 
region would begin in August. 
Yemen signed a production shar- 
ing agreement with a foreign con- 
sortium for the block, recently 
named “Jana,” just before the 
Yemens united. 


u.5. companies plan 

foreign investments 


less 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Amer- 
ican companies plan to boost 
their overseas investments by six 
per cent this year, down from the 
19 per cent average increases 
posted during the previous three 
years, the government has said. 

The Commerce Department 
said a survey showed that 
■majority-owned foreign affiliates 
of U.S. firms planned $61.2 bil- 
lion in capital spending this year, 
op from $56 billion in planned 
spending in 1990. 

The planned overseas capital 
spending also would be greater 
than the one per cent increase 
reflected in an earlier poll taken 
last summer. And it would con- 
tinue to exceed the projected two 
per cent growth in domestic in- 
vestments. 

Still, the boost in planned fore- 
ign investments would be far less 
than the 21 per cent planned for 
1990 and actual spending in- 
creases totalling 13 per cent in 
1989 and 24 per cent in 1988. 

Tbe department’s Bureau of 
Economic Analysis, which pre- 


pared the report, said the 1991 
projected slowdown in growth 
reflects several factors. Among 
them are reduced need following 
high levels of capital spending in 
preceding years and parent com- 
panies* constrained ability to fi- 
nance overseas projects because 
of sluggish U.S. economic condi- 
tions and weakening economies 
in some host countries. 

“Petroleum firms in recent 
years have concentrated their ex- 
ploration and development 
efforts abroad where new oil and 
gas fields tend to be larger and 
can be developed profitably at 
lower prices than can the smaller, 
domestic fields,” it explained. 

The report said companies 
planned a 13 per cent increase in 
petroleum investments, to $18.6 
billion. The increase reflects host 
country approval of several large 
projects at year's end “and, to a 
lesser extent, greater exploration 
and development in response to 
the increase in oil prices following 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait." 

The department added the 


effect of higher prices probably 
would be limited because the 
increase was temporary. Oil 
prices sbot up to more than $40 a 
barrel within weeks of the Aug. 2 
invasion, but now are less than 
$20 a barrel. 

The survey showed that manu- 
facturers plan to increase spend- 
ing by four per cent, to $29.8 
billion. Increases are planned by 
all major industries except prim- 
ary and fabricated metals, and 
chemicals. 

"Much of manufacturers' 
spending has been directed to- 
ward Europe, where markets are 
expanding as a result of economic 
liberalisation, such as tbe 1992 
single-market initiative of the 
European Communities and the 
market-oriented economic re- 
forms in eastern Europe,” the 
survey showed. 

"Spending also has been 
directed toward the Far East, 
where economic growth con- 
tinues to exceed that in tbe 
West," the report said. 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Services in English tomorrow; 

B a.m. Holy Communion 

6:30 p.m. Family Communion 

Celebrant: 7?ie Revd Robin Lee 

All Saints Cathedral. Cairo 
Preacher; The Revd William Taylor 

Tel: 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished 2 and 3 bedroom apartments, 
between 7th Circle and Mecca Str. 

For more details please call 815211 


More tourists visit Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — The number of 
foreign tourists visiting Iran 
reached 160,000 in the year to 
March 20, 70 per cent more than 
the previous year, the Iranian 
news agency IRNA has said. 

It quoted Mr. Morteza Haji, 
deputy minister of Islamic culture 
and guidance, for the figure but 
gave no breakdown of the 
nationalities of the tourists. 

Mr. Haji said 900,000 tourists 
were expected to travel to Iran 
during the next five years. 

Iran is aiming to revive a tour- 
ist industry almost shut down by 


tbe 1979 Islamic revolution and 
the 1980-88 war with Iraq. 

Travel agents say the effort? is 
hampered by a shortage of hotel 
rooms and other facilities as well 
as Iran’s Islamic dress code which 
turns off many potential Western 
tourists. 

In a separate report, IRNA 
quoted Iran Air managing direc- 
tor, Mr. Hassan Shafti, as saying 
the state-owned airline carried a 
million passengers on interna- 
tional routes and more than four 
million on domestic flights in the 
year to March 20. 


To all diplomatic missions and 
international organisations 

An accurate translation of the National Charter 
with portfolio information on the National Charter 
committee members is available at "Publica- 
tions of Dar Al-Orouba" 

For further details, please contact 

telephone 692784 



Announces the start of intensive Spanish language course 
in the summer lasting for one month and beginning on 
June 12, 1991. 

Registration starts June 6. 1991. 

There will be a special course for beginners, Saturdays, 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 5-7 p.m. 

A course for second level students who had acquired 
rudiments of Spanish, Saturdays, Mondays. Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 3-5 p.m. 

For more information please call tel: 624048 
Jabai Amman — First Circle 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment in Abdoun, consisting of three 
bedrooms, salon, dining-sitting, two bathrooms, veranda 
with a view, separate central heating and telephone. 

Pis. call 698244 


Executive Secretary 
WANTED 

A leading trading firm in the Housing Bank Complex in 
Amman, seeks to employ an executive secretary. 

Please call for an interview, tel.: 692760/1/2 


International Community School 
The British Curriculum School in Amman 

REQUIRES A 

Nursery Class Teacher 

Applicants should have a NNEB qualification or be 
Montessori trained. They should have a high level of 
fluency in English, preferably native speaking. 

For further details and an application form 
please contact the Head Teacher's Secretary 
on 841070. 
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K ATO agrees way ahead for 
post-cold war security, defence 


COPENHAGEN (R) — NATO 
agreed Friday flow to shape a new 
security and defence architecture 
for the post-cold war era, ceding 
same ground to organisations tike 
die European Community as long 
as they do not undermine the 
alliance. 

The 16 NATO foreign minis- 
ters, at the end of a two-day 
meeting in Copenhagen, agreed 
to hold an alliance summit in 
Rome in November which will 
approve a military and political 
blueprint for NATO’s future. 

They pledged to strengthen the 
34-nation Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE), laid out NATO’s main 
tasks and agreed European 
NATO members were free to 
strengthen their voice on defence 
matters independently of the Un- 
ited States — the alliance's senior 
member. 

“This meeting has taken us an 


important step forward on the 
way to the most radical trans- 
formation of our alliance in its 
history,” NATO Secretary- 
General Manfred Woerner told a 
news conference. 

The ministers agreed Thursday 
to increase military and political 
contacts with their former cold 
war enemies and opened fresh 
perspectives for arms control. 

“We have cleared away a num- 
ber of fears and phantasms," said 
Gabnriel Robin, France’s ambas- 
sador to NATO. 

The ministers said NATO 
would remain die essential forum 
for safeguarding Western security 
and explicitly welcomed, for the 
first time, the European Com- 
munity's moves to closer political 
integration, which may include a 
defence identity. 

France, Germany and Spain 
had sought hits recognition since 
they favour a more independent 


European voice on defence with 
the EC. Eleven of the 12 com- 
munity states are also NATO 
members. 

But the ministers also said any 
moves to create a stronger Euro- 
pean voice must not undermine 
the trans-Atlantic link at the 
heart of NATO and must find 
ways to include members of the 
alliance, like Norway and Tur- 
key, which are not EC members. 

This reasssured the United 
States and some European allies 
that there would not be a “go it 
alone,’* European defence policy. 

“We set out to guidelines, the 
framework for oar future rela- 
tionship," Woerner said. “The 
road is dear. It’s up to the Euro- 
peans to take decisions within this 
framework." 

Woerner said NATO was pre- 
pared to meet the security con- 
cerns of the new democracies in 
Eastern Europe, which are wor- 


ried about living in the shadow of 
an unstable Soviet Union, by 
offering them more contacts and 
building up the CSCE. 

Although NATO has told them 
they cannot join the alliance, the 
ministers said their security was 
of direct concern to them. 

Woerner refused to say 
whether this amounted to a secur- 
ity guarantee but said NATO 
wanted Moscow included in its 
contacts. 

"We want to build the new 
Europe with, and not against, the 
Soviet Union," be said. 

The Copenhagen meeting was 
one of the major building blocks 
for the Rome summit, to be held 
on Nov. 7 and 8. 

Last week, NATO defence 
ministers approved plans for the 
alliance’s military shakeup. in- 
cluding the formation of “rapid 
reaction" forces to face any new 
threats to Europe. 


Sihanouk switches position to join 
Cambodian Supreme National Council 


BANGKOK (R) — Cambodian 
guerrilla leader Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, on the sidelines of 
peace efforts for the past several 
months, said Friday he would 
take a seat on his country's Sup- 
reme National Council (SNC). 

Sihanouk said in a statement he 
would join the SNC, which brings 
together government and guerril- 
la representatives under a United 
Nations peace plan, replacing a 
member of his faction. 

The decision appeared to con- 
flict with zr, accord reached in 
Indonesia this wees between 
Sihanouk and his adversary, 
Phnom Penh Premier Hun Sen. 

fri Jakarta, the two agreed 
Sihanouk should join the council 
as chairman and Hun Sen as 
vice-chairman. Under that agree- 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. Department of Defence has 
said that it is developing a radar- 
evading cruise missile that can be 
launched from the ground or 
from planes, including the B-2 
Stealth bomber. 

TTie cost of developing, testing 
and producing the programme's 
8,650 missiles is S15.1 billion. 
Fentagon spokesman Pete Wil- 
liams told reporters. That puts 
the cost of each missile at about 
$1.7 million. 

Although the programme has 
been underway since 1986, all 
information about the missile. 


TOKYO (API — A fresh dome 
of lava welled up ominously in 
Mount Unzen’s fiery crater Fri- 
day as authorities expanded their 
evacuation order to about 5,100 
residents. 

The latest accumulation of lava 
led the National Meteorological 
Agency to warn that a large scale 
flood of lava, rock and hot gas 
could burst from the mountain 
again. A similar eruption killed at 
least 38 people Monday. 


meat the 12-man council would 
have been enlarged to 14. 

The prince's powerful Khmer 
Rouge ally vetoed that accord. 

"I do not need to join the SNC 
as its chairman, but can also work 
intensively as a simple member." 
Sihanouk said. 

The 68-year-old former 
monarch is known to change his 
mind frequently. 

Hun Sen left Bangkok for 
Phnom Penh shortly before Siha- 
nouk’s announcement. 

Sihanouk proposed an urgent 
meeting of the SNC in the Thci 
town of Surin where hi* forces 
have a headquarters. 

Sihaccuk said he had made the 
decision because he wanted tesee 
the SNC operational as soon as 
possible to speed up the peace 
process. 


which will have a conventional 
warhead, has been classified. 

The Stealth missile is designed 
to be used by the army, the navy 
and the air force to* hit fcigh- 
priorify targets such as airfields 
and aircraft, aircraft shelters, air 
defence sites, command and com- 
munications bunkers, ships, tanks 
or other armoured vehicles, Wil- 
liams said. 

Williams said the secrecy was 
due to the missile's "Stealth" 
characteristics, which involve the 
weapons' design and construction 
materials that help it evade 
enemy radar. 


Despite the danger, 1,000 army 
troops resumed efforts Friday to 
retrieve the remaining bodies on 
the mountain using helicopters 
and ground search teams. Five or 
more bodies were believed to be 
missing. 

On Thursday, one of the 10 
helicopters made an emergency 
landing in a tobacco field after 
developing engine trouble in the 
ash-laden air. 


On Thursday, Sihanouk said he 
had accepted an invitation from 
Hun Sen to return to Phnom 
Penh for the first time since Janu- 
ary, 1979, when invading Viet- 
namese toppled the Khmer 
Rouge. 

Sihanouk said he would go in 
November for one or two months 
but this did not signal a break 
with the Khmer Rouge. 

The circumstances under which 
the visit would take place were 
unclear. A Sihanoukist official 
said the prince would return only 
as head of the SNC. 

Sihanouk has tried to play a 
dual role in the Cambodian con- 
flict, portrayed himself as a re- 
vered figure above the political 
fray white maintaining a guerrilla 
army to fight Jhnom Penh. 


Australia 
supports 
keeping 
U.S. bases 
in Philippines 

MANILA (R) — Australia urged 
the Philippines Friday to grant 
U.S. forces continued use of huge 
military bases in the country, 
saying they were vital in main- 
taining peace and stability in 
Aria. 

“We very much hope tbe Un- 
ited Stales and tire Philippines 
will be able to agree on mutually 
acceptable terms for continued 
U.S. access to the bases," 
Richard Woolcott, Australia’s 
secretary for foreign affairs and 
trade, said on the second day of a 
security conference in Manila. 

“The present framework of 
United States alliances provide, 
an element of certainty and pre- 
dictability, and a solid basis on 
which to build a positive security 
environment,” Woolcott said. 
"This would be in the interests of 
the wider region." 

Regional security experts 
warned at the conference against 
tile United States scaling down its 
forces in Asia too rapidly. 
China might “fill in a possible 


Gorbachev 
ends brief 
visit to 
Sweden 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Soviet 
1 President Mikhail Gorbachev left 
Sweden for home after an eight- 
hour visit dominated by talks on 
the three Soviet Baltic republics, 
airport officials said. 

Gorbachev visited Sweden af- 
ter delivering his lecture in Nor- 
way Wednesday as winner of the 
1990 Nobel Peace Prize. 

Gorbachev, stung by Western 
criticism of Moscow's baltic poli- 
cy, faced further questioning 
Thursday about the autonomy 
ambitions of Estonia, Latvia am 
Lithuania during a brief visit t< 
Sweden. 

Representatives of the three 
independence-seeking Soviet rep 
publics and some Swedish opposi- 
tion politicians are determined to 
raise tbe Baltic question during 
Gorbachev’s eight-hour stay in 
Sweden. 

In Oslo Wednesday, Gor- 
bachev angrily accused Western 
news media of biased reporting of 
the Baltic republics, saying they 
ignored what he called discri- 
mination against Russian and 
other ethnic minorities there. 

Prime Minister Ingvar Carisson 
will discuss the Baltic issue during 
a two-hour meeting with Gor- 
bachev, the main 'went of his 
working visit, according to Swed- 
ish news media. 

Gorbachev is accompanied by 
his wife Rassia Foreign Minister 
Alexander Bessmertnykh. 

Under Carisson, Palme's suc- 
cessor as prime ministei and lead- 
er of the ruling Social Democratic 
Party, Sweden has moved firmly 
away from tacit endorsement of 
Soviet Baltic policy to opes sup- 
port for the three republics’ bid 
for autonomy. 

But conservative opposition 
leader Carl Bildt, for one, wants 
Sweden to go further. 

Meanwhile Latvian and Soviet 
officials opened a new round of 
talks Thursday on the political, 
economic and soda! steps toward 
secession. 

The talks, postponed from 
mid-May at the Kremlin’s re- 
quest, were the second round 
since the January military crack- 
down in tbe Baltics „ 


U.S. partially unwraps 
secret Stealth missile 


Fresh lava wells up, threatens 
new Japan volcano eruption 


Russian 
election 
campaign 
enters 
final week 

MOSCOW (AP) — Beginning 
the final week of the campaign 
for president of Russia, Boris 
Yeltsin has hearkened back to tbe 
anti-privilege posture that 
sparked his political comeback. 

“My family lives like any other 
Moscow family, like workers and 
clerks that have no privileges,” 
Yeltsin said on the evening televi- 
sion interview programme the 
Who Is Who. 

“My wife, like other poor Mos- 
cow women, goes shopping for 
three or four hours everyday." 
Yeltsin said, answering a ques- 
tion about his lifestyle. “As for 
medical treatment. I am treated 
in a district hospital which is not 
far from a bouse I live in." 

Most Soviet leaders' families 
are allowed to use special shops 
which have a much better of 
selection of food and goods than 
is available to the average Soviet. 

Yeltsin, who was ousted from 
the then-ruling Communist polft- 
buro in 1987, made his political 
comeback in 1988 on such 
privilege-bashing. His populist 
stance and charismatic persona 
have made him the most visible 
and influential goad to Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Yeltsin is favoured to win the 
June 12 election for the post of 
president of the Russian Federa- 
tion, which has half the country's 
population and three-quarters of 
its wealth. 

Yeltsin bas led the republic for 
more than a year as parliament 
chief, the highest post until par- 
liament last month created the 
presidency. 

j A poll released this week by 
the National Public Opinion Stu- 
j dies Centre found 53 per cent of 
respondents saying they would 
vote for Yeltsin, a drop from 
earlier polls that gave him around 
I 60 per cent. 

A candidate must receive at 
least 50 per cent of the vote to 
win without a runoff. 

The poll found that 18 per cent 
of the 1,018 people surveyed last 
weekend in 13 cities said they bad 
not yet decided for whom to vote. 

It said 7 per cent supported 
Yeltsin’s closest opponent, for- 
mer Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov, 6 per cent backed for- 
mer Inferior Minister Vadim 
Bakatin, and 5 per cent said they 
would vote for Liberal- 
‘ Democratic Party candidate Vla- 
dimir Zhirinovsky. 

All the candidates have been 
touring the vast Russian Republic 
in recent weeks, meeting workers 
and speaking to crowds in a cam- 
paign that has lacked much of the 
bravado and pomp associated 
with Western politics. 

Bakatin made a one-day trip to ; 
the southern Russian city of Vol- 
gograd. where he visited a de- 
partment store and a factory, the 
independent news agency Inter- 
fax reported. 

“One could pass from a market 
(economy) to socialism in one 
night, but it’s a long way to try to 
do the opposite,” Bakatin told 
workers. 

Creation of a market economy 
has emerged as one of tbe main 
issues in the campaign, with 
Ryzhkov and Bakatin generally 
favouring a more conservative 
transition 


O AS reports growing rights 
abuses in Latin America 


SANTIAGO, Chile (R) — The 
Organisation of American States 
(OAS), reporting growing rights 
abuses in parts of Latin America, 
urged member countries Thurs- 
day to ratify human rights accords 
and grant observers easier access. 

A report to the OAS annual 
general assembly said death 
squads continue to operate in El 
Salvador and predicted that eco- 
nomic crisis will worsen tbe rights 
situation in Cuba. 

The OAS Inter-American Hu- 
man Rights Commission reported 
an “alarming climate of violence” 
in Guatemala and urged Haiti’s 
new government to stop persis- 
tent abuses by former members 
of the Tonton-Macontes, the pri- 
vate army of tbe ousted Duvalier 
dictators. 


1M1RAL 


Jabal Amman-Second Circle 
Announces the arrival of a 
wide range of French- - • 
made women wear. 

Imported specially for 

tiie coming Eld. 


The report noted, improve- 
ments in Nicaragua, but criticised 
the Panamanian government for 
failing to compensate victims of 
the 1989 U.S. invasion. 

The assembly resolved to 
strengthen monitoring of human 
rights, in line with a decision to 
take steps to counter military 
coups, including possible econo- 
mic sanctions. 

Only 13 of the 34 member 
states have accepted jurisdiction 
of the Inter-American Human 
Rights Court and only eight have 
ratified the Inter-Americas Con- 
vention Against Torture. 

The OAS report said talks be- 
gun between El Salvador’s gov- 
ernment and FMLN guerrillas 
were “a very positive step." 

But it added: “Tbe activity of 
the death squadrons and the 
security forces lead to serious 
human rights violations and the 
authorities of the Salvadorean 
judicial system seem to lack 
either the will or the means to 
stop such conduct." 

In Nicaragua, the Sandinista 
security forces had become a 
“state within a state,” the report 
said. 

It said repression of rights 
groups in Cuba had grown, with 
30 rights campaigners now in jail. 
Cuba was excluded from the 
OAS in 1962 for exporting Marx- 
ist revolution. 


power vacuum in Sooth East 
Asia” if U.S. forces were with- 
drawn from the region. Masahi 
Nishihara, a member of Japan’s 
National Defence Academy, 
said. 

Jin Dexiang, deputy director of 
the Institute of Contemporary 
International Relations in Pek- 
ing, said tite end of the cold war 
could lead to increased friction 
between Washington and Tokyo 
that “might one day burst into 
political and economic conflicts." 

Talks between Manila and 
Washington on Clark Air Base 

and Subic Bay Naval Dockyard m 
tile Philippines, die largest U.S. 
facilities in Asia, have dragged on 
for nearly a year. 

Delegates and academics from 
about 20 nations, including die 
United States, the Soviet Union, 
Japan, China, Australia, tbe 
European Community and the 
six-member Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
are frying to map out strategy for 
security concerns into the next 
century. 

Canberra welcomed gradual 
reduction in U.S. forces, which 
should be predictable and subject 
to review, Woolcott said. 

Senior U.S. State Department 
official Desaix Anderson said die 
U.S. remained committed to en- 
suring South East Asian security 
“as long as necessary and as long 
as we are welcome." 

The U.S. lease on its Philippine 
bases, which guard vital sea lanes 
in the Pacific and Indian Oceans, 
expires in September. 


Thai, Vietnamese military 


HANOI (R) — Thailand’s sup- 
reme military commander arrived 
in Vietnam Friday beading a 
large army delegation and urged 
Hanoi, Bangkok's long-time riv- 
al. to help to forge closer bilateral 
military and economic ties. 

General Sun thorn Kongsom- 
pcmg, who led a military coup in 
Thailand last February, and Viet- 
namese Chief of Staff General 
Doan Khue said in separate 
speeches their countries were 
ready to exchange permanent 
military representatives. 

“We are ready to support you 
in building your country, ’’ Sun th- 
orn told a group of 10 Viet- 
namese generals and high-level 
government officials. “We also 
, hope Vietnam and the Viet- 
namese people support us in 
building our country, especially 
in the economic and social 
fields." 

Khue said Vietnam hoped 
Thailand would become more 
stable and developed after the 
February change of government. 

“I hope after this visit that in 
Bangkok and Hanoi we will 
establish military offices so we 
can coordinate activities," he 
said. 

“The Thai side is ready to send 
a military representative to 
Hanoi," said Sunthorn. His one- 
day trip is the latest in a series of 
exchange visits by Thai and Viet- 
namese military leaders. 

• Hanoi hoped Sun thorn’s visit 


would help Vietnam to expand 
military and Other ties with non- 
Co mm nnist countries in the re- 
gion, Vietnam’s Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman told a news confer- 
ence Thursday. 

Indonesia is the only non- 
Communist South East Asian 
country whose embassy in Hanoi 
has a military attache. 

Thailand could play a key role 
in helping Vietnam to break out 
of its isolation and integrate poli- 
tically and economically into 
South East Asia, dipornats say. 

Thailand provides sanctuary to 
Cambodian guerrillas fighting tbe 
pro-Hanoi government in Phnom 
Penh and allows China and other 
countries to ship weapons to 
them. 

Sunthorn, who is due to retire 
in October at the age of 60, was 
scheduled to meet Vietnamese 
President Vo Chi Cong, Prime 
Minister Do Muoi and Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Tbach. 

Sunthorn 's 30-member delega- 
tion was expected to organise a 
summit of Thai and Vietnamese 
government leaders, diplomats 
said. 

Last month, France became 
the first Western country to sta- 
tion a military attache in Hanoi, 
(he French embassy said Friday. 

In a separate development, the 
two American staff of a new 
office in Hanoi set up to search 
for U.S. soldiers Missing In Ac- 
tion (MIA) after the Vietnam 



Prince William 
chats after surgery 


Prime Minister Chong Woa-Shfls is seen after 1 
and Hour during a visit to a Seoul cam p us Monday, 

Students allow autopsy on 
South Korean protester 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
students feeing a backlash of pub- 
lic outrage over an assault on the 
prime minister backed away from 
a bloody confrontation Friday by 
permitting a post mortem on a 
student killed in a May protest. 

Dropping defiant threats to 
prevent the' autopsy with rocks 
and more than 10.000 petrol 
bombs, demonstrators allowed 
government coroners into Paik 
Hospital to investigate tbe death 
of Kim Kwi-Jong in a May 25 
demonstration*, witnesses said. 

“The moderates are backing 
off. the protests are losing 
momentum," a diplomat said. 
Most South Koreans regarded 
Monday’s attack on the govern- 
ment’s second-in-command, a 
noted scholar, as a national humi- 
liation. 

Prime Minister Chung Won- 
Shik was pelted with eggs and 
flour and manhandled for half an 
hour on a visit to a Seoul campus 
Monday. 

Confiidan ethics run deep in 
South Korea where age and scho- 
larship are venerated. 

Stung into action by the attack. 
President Roh Tae-Woo has ■ 
ordered a crackdown on violent 
protest, a move welcomed 
nationwide, letters and comments 
to radio and newspapers show. 

Roh is expected to reject later 
an offer by Education Minister 
Yoon Hyoung-Sop to resign over 
the incident, the semi-official 
Yonhap news agency said. 


Arrest warrants have been 
issued for 86 dissidents and 
labour radicals and for 16 stu- 
dents accused of taking pari in 
the assault era tbe premier. 

One, business student Chon 
Kap-Ki. 21, gave himself up 
voluntarily Thursday, police said. 

Late Thursday, the govern- 
ment detained the nation's best 
known dissident. Moon Tk-Hwan. 

Moot, a Presbyterian pa 
sentenced to a seven year jail 
term for via ting North Korea in 
1989, has played a leading rote in 
the protests that have rocked the 
country this year. 

Dissidents, students and radic- 
al labour activists plan nation- 
wide rallies Saturday to protest 
against the arrest 

" The arrest of Pastor Moon, 
who has devoted his fife for uni- 
fication and democracy, is ignor- 
ing his opinion of our people and 
world wide,” an organisers' state- 
ment said. 

The size of the turnout will be 
closely watched to gauge how 
much support protesters can mus- 
ter. 

Released late last year on 
medical grounds. Moon. 72, was 
a leader of flic funeral committee 
opposing to autopsy on Kim. 

Moon, was also a leader of tire 
funeral committee for Kang 
Kyung-Dae, killed by riot police 
with iron pipes on April 26. IBs 
death ignited tire protests of tbe 
past six weeks, tbe most violent in 
South Korea since 2987. 


Quayle urges Slovakia 
not to split from Prague 

BARDEJOV, Czechoslovakia 
(R) — U.S. Vice-President Dan 
Qualye urged the Czech and Slo- 
vak nations Friday to stay 
together in one country, saying 
this was tbe best way to preserve 
stability in Central Europe. 

Speaking at Bardejov, a 
mediaeval fortified town in east- 
ern Slovakia, Quayle made clear 
he thought it was in the best 
interests of Slovaks seeking grea- 
ter autonomy to stay in the 
Czechoslovakian federation. 

“Czechs and Slovaks together 
have a proud tradition of demo- 
cracy and freedom," he told an 
international audience in St Egi- 
(fios Church in the town centre. 

“We are delighted that you 


the best course of action for the 
Czech and Slovak people and for 
die stability of Europe.” 

Quayle was speaking to an 
international crowd of academics 
and government officials at tbe 
Institute for East-West Security 
Studies. . 

Qualye was met by several 
thousand people when he arrive 
in die town, which is dose to the 
Polish border. He is tbe highest- 
ranking U.S. official to visit Slo- 
vakia. 

Despite Qpayle’s appeal for 
Czechoslovakia not to split up, a 
banner 'independence for Slova- 
kia” was unfurled over the crowd 
he addressed outside Bardejov 
town hall and some members of 


LONDON (R) — P rim* Wil- 
liam, eight-year-old grandson of 
Britain’ s Queen Elizabeth .and 
future bear to ; the. throne, was 
ma k in g a good recovery Toesday 
after an operation on a skull 
fracture, Buckingham Palace 
said. The prince, eldest son of 
Prince Charles arid Princ ess p i* 
ana, was hit accidentally with a 
golf dob at his private b oa rd ing 
school Monday. A neurosurgeon. 
Sir Richard Hayward, operated 
to check for bone splinters after 
tests showed a dented bone in the. 
royal forehead, a condition 
known as a' d ep ress ed fracture . 
Tbe palace said surgeons were 
happy with his progress after the 
70-minute operation and ex-: 
pected no lasting ill effects^ His 
mother kept vigil through the 
night at London’s Great Onnond 
Street Children’s Hospital . W3- . 
Bam ate breakfast and . chatted 
happily. The feir-haired prince, 
nicknamed “wild WflHe” and 
“basher” by friends,’ was practis- 
ing an his school’s nine-hole golf 
course when caagfatabove his left 
eye by a swing from a classmate. . 
A palace spo kesman said that, in 
talkative mood, he was visited by 
younger brother Prince Harry, 
aged six.. 

Spanish robber, 
gets freedom 
and job offer 

MADRID (R) — Spam’s most 
popular robber, a security guard 
who stole $2.7 mflliof) from his 
employer, waited free from a 
Madrid prison to start a new job 
| — with a security firm. Dkmuo 
Rodriguez Martin, 42, drove off 
with insvankrad of cash two years 
3 and resurfaced in Rio De 
Janeiro with a blond wig and 
cosmetic surgery on his nose. He 
was arrested by Brazilian police 
and extradited last July to Spain. 
After a much publicised trial, a 
Madrid court last Friday sent- 
enced him to three years' jail for 
misappropriation and ordered 
him to return the money, but“H 
Dioni" went free as he fate 
already served half that sentence 
before trial. “Yon might not be- 
lieve tiiis, but they have offered 
me a job as public relations man 
for a security firm,” he told a 
mass of reporters and cameramen 
outride tiie jail. “I am going to be 
an example to society.” 

[Newlyweds Indicted 
in fatal stabbing 


have succeeded in establishing a , 

society, united yet pluralistic," waved the Slovak national 

said Quayle, who is on a five- 


nation tour of Eastern Europe. 

“Surely such a society offers 
the best prospect for freedom, 
prosperity and security. This is 


flag. 

Quayle told the crowd he 
appreciated Czechoslovakia’s di- 
versity but saw its future as a 
united federal republic. 


leaders urge closer ties 


War have left the country at the 
request of the government, diplo- 
mats said Thursday. 

Vietnamese officials, however 
denied a report that Hanoi had 
asked tbe new office to close 
temporarily and said it would 
formally open later at an unspeci- 
fied date. 

Diplomats in Hanoi said Gar- 
nett Bell and Robert Destatie, 
both Vietnam War veterans 
working for the U.S. Department 
of defence, left Hanoi for Bang- 
kok on June 1. 

The two men. who arrived in 
Hanoi in May as part of ta U.S. 
delegation working on the MIA 
issue, were asked to leave by 
June 1 and told they would be 
contacted later about when they 
conld return, the diplomats said. 

The Hanoi government appar- 
ently Ad not want die two men, 
who speak fluent Vietnamese, to 
be in the capital during tbe im- 
portant seventh congress of die 
Communist Party of Vietnam, 
diplomats said. The congress is 
scheduled for June 24-27. 

A Vietnamese Foreign Minis- 
try spokeswoman did not com- 
ment on whether tbe two men 
bad been asked to leave Hanoi. 
But she made it dear that their 
departure did not mean their 
office was closed. 

“The office has not been 
opened yet. How can it be 
dosed?” She said when asked by 
reporters if Hanoi had asked tbe 


Americans to leave and the office 
to close temporarily. 

She said preparations were 
under way to open the office 
formally, but Washington bad not 
officially told Hanoi who would 
bead it. 

Hanoi and Washington 
announced in April agreement on 
the U.S. office in Hanoi, the first 
official U.S. presence there since 
1955. The countries have no di- 
plomatic relations. 

They did not say at die time 
when tbe office would open. 

But diplomats in Hand said 
Bell and Destatte were told by 
Washington in May, one day be- 
fore flying from Bangkok to 
Hanoi, to stay there for three 
months and begin work. 

Vietnam’s Communist Party 
has been secretive about its con- 
gresses in tbe past, but is trying 
this time to show it is more open. 
The government said it would 
give visas to an unlimited number 
of visiting journalists to cover the 
congress. 

Hanoi residents said senior 
government officials were told 
recently they were not allowed to 
meet high-level foreign diplomats 
or business people in June or 
July, apparently to avoid ques- 
tions about the congress. 

The congress will adopt econo- 
mic and political policies for the 
next five years and may decide to 
replace several members of the 
party's ageing poStburo. 


OWENSBORO, Kentucky (AP) 

| — The day after they married, a 
man and woman were behind 
bars charged with murdering tbe 
bride’s former boyfriend. 
Michael Lee Hall, 31, and his 
wife, Sylvia, 32, were to be 
arraigned on charges of : 
to death Mrs. Hall’s former ! 
riend, Patrick Lewis, seven hours 
after Friday evening’s wedding. 
Lewis, 37, was fatally stabbed in 
tbe chest with a kitchen knife 
outride his apartment, Daviess 
County coroner Bob Howe said. 
His body was (bund by a neigh- 
bour on Saturday morning. Inves- 
tigators alleged that Hall, who’ 
wayoria weekend furlough from a 
j prison work-release programme, 
carried oat the killing and that 
Mrs. Hall was a conspirator. 
They were arrested and charged 
with murder Saturday. “If she 
assisted or counselled or encour- 
aged or cooperated with him in 
committing the murder, she 
would be respooribOeirastasifshe 
committed the murder,” said 
Daviess County prosecutor Tom 
Castien. Both face sentences of 
20 years to life in prison if con- 
victed, he said. 

"Lost squadron’ 
still missing 

MIAMI BEACH, Florida (R ) — 
The five Avenger planes found 
off the Florida coast are not the 
“lost squadron" missing since 
1 1945 but the duster of wrecked 
aircraft may add new romance to 
the mystery of Bermuda Triangle 
disappearances. Members of sci- 
entific search project, the Under- 
water Explorers who announced 
the tantalising discovery 
month, have announced that the 
five planes’ numbers and insignia 
did not match those of tbe lost 
squadron of Flight 19. The so- 
called lost squadron — five Aven- 
ger dive bombers carrying 14 
navy flyers — disappeared 45 
years ago on a training mission 
Fort Lauderdale Naval 
ait Station, a station where a’ 
young George Bush once trained. 
They flew off on Dc. 5, 1945, into 
a deep haze and were feared to 

SH , 2 B S? d “ *** legendary 
BenmuiaTnangfe, an area of the 
Atlantic bounded by Melbourne 
m northern Florida, Bermuda 
and Puerto Rico, in which many 
ships have been lost without ob- 
vious explanation. 


/ 


